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PREPARE TO
PERFORM 

MESSAGE FROM MR SMITH 

Dates for your Diary 

Year 11 Pract ice Exams  -
Beg inn ing  9th  January  for  two
weeks
GCSE Food NEA Catch up -  2  &
5  February  

n d

t h

Coffee Morn ing  -  5  February  t h

Year 11 Pract ice Exams Resu l ts
Day  -  24  February  t h

GCSE Food NEA  -  25  February  t h

Parents Even ing  -  26  Februaryt h

I hope the Christmas break allowed Year 11 to
take some time to recharge after the busy
Autumn term. The start of the Spring term sees
the students taking their mock exams, a chance
for students to see how they are progressing and
what work still needs to be done before the final
exams in the Summer term. 
 In this issue, you will find comments from subject
teachers regarding the mock exam and what
students should be revising in order to support
them to complete these successfully. There is
also a reminder about the exam conditions that
all students are expected to follow throughout
their mock exam period. 
Completing mock exams is designed to give
students a feel of what the real exams will be
like, but will also support students with their
revision between now and the final exams. Whilst
the Year group will be completing these mocks
with exam leave, it’s important for them to
remember that I, along with their teachers and
the rest of the pastoral team are here for them
should they need any support during the mock
exam season.

C O L L E G E  O P E N  E V E N I N G S  /  D A Y S  
FOR A FULL LIST OF ALL

OPEN EVENTS

P repa re  to  pe r fo rm  se s s i on s  w i l l  be  back  a f te r  t he  yea r  1 1  e xams  

P R E P A R E  T O  P E R F O R M  A F T E R  S C H O O L  S E S S I O N S  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEMJrfzTroyCDTMqLhhiFkGtJiKjPfQd/view?usp=drive_link


Year 11 had their exams assembly the week before Christmas. The slides can be found here: 
Year 11 Exams Assembly 2025 -  Slides
Year 11 Exam Assembly Week 1 Jan 2026 

T U T O R  S E S S I O N S
During tutor sessions this week as students prepare for their practice exams, we have been introducing
them to habit-stacking. Where our willpower is a finite resource that drains during the day and week, we
can use habit-stacking to ‘piggyback’ on your existing energy and systems. Our brains often work like a
computer in that they like an ‘If/Then’ structure (‘If this, Then that’). What this means is that we can
‘stack’ a new habit onto a pre-existing habit: ‘After [current habit], I will [new small habit]’. A bad
example of this would be: "I will revise more Biology." (Too vague, requires too much brainpower). A
good example would be: "After I plug my phone in to charge at 7 PM, I will complete 5 minutes of active
recall."

Basically, to build a routine, they can add a new small habit to anything they already do routinely: taking
off their shoes, sitting down on the bus, opening the fridge, brushing teeth, etc. This is a way of ‘hacking’
into their brains systems to build new routines that willpower alone often fails to see through. Here are
some examples: 

The school stack: “After I sit down in registration, I will read one index card.”
The home stack: “After I take off my school shoes, I will put my Physics folder on my desk.” (This is a
'pre-habit' that lowers the barrier to starting later).
The night stack: “After I get into bed, I will recall the top 3 things I learned today.”

Follow this process to create a stack: 
Identify the anchor: What do you already do?
Attach the habit: Make it tiny (<5 mins), specific (not ‘study’ but ‘one practice question’), and involving a
physical action (opening a book, clicking a link).
Reduce friction: Make it easy to start.

Students who had attended 20 or more Prepare to perform sessions last term were awarded with a
Christmas lunch with Mr Jones in the school hall to celebrate their success. The next set of sessions have

already begun, students will be rewarded for their commitment throughout the term with another
celebration of success at Easter 

A S S E M B L I E S

Y E A R  1 1  S U C C E S S

T U T O R  S E S S I O N S

https://drive.google.com/file/d/170OiJqdKYgfK1K9IZ_RGmY2a0BzA_eRV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/170OiJqdKYgfK1K9IZ_RGmY2a0BzA_eRV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/170OiJqdKYgfK1K9IZ_RGmY2a0BzA_eRV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTKUZlUd1YOAyNCgmFCzF5mfovpvENnA/view?usp=sharing


Key Requirements for  Students:
Check your t imetable:  Students  must  check thei r  t imetable pr ior  to each exam to conf i rm thei r
a l located seat.
Punctuality:  Students  must  pay c lose attent ion to the dates and t imes and ensure they are
punctual .  They should arr ive at  the examinat ion room at least  10 minutes before the off ic ia l  s tart
t ime.
Equipment:  Students  must  be fu l ly  equipped with a l l  necessary  i tems,  inc luding a black pen.
B lack ink  is  mandatory  for  publ ic  examinat ions.  A fu l l  l i s t  of  equipment requi red can be found in
the exam booklet  below

Due to a very  t ight  examinat ion schedule,  the standard Year 1 1  t imetable wi l l  be suspended from
Monday 12th January to Fr iday 23rd January 2026,  inc lus ive.
Attendance:

Students  are only  requi red to be in  school  for  thei r  scheduled examinat ions dur ing th is  per iod.
Study Prov is ion:  I f  you would l i ke your  son/daughter  to remain in  school  to study,  su i table
accommodat ion wi l l  be prov ided in  the Learning Resource Centre (LRC).  Students  must  s ign in
and out  with a member of  staff .
Fr iday 9th January:  Students  with an exam on th is  day wi l l  attend lessons as usual  once thei r
exam is  f in ished
If  your  chi ld wi l l  be absent p lease report  them absent through the usual  absence protocol

Access for  Afternoon Exams:
For afternoon exams start ing at  1pm, students  must  enter  the school  s i te v ia the main gate on
Sika Avenue or  through Recept ion.  We apologise for  any inconvenience this may cause,  but
this procedure is  necessary as we operate a closed site during school  hours,  and the
safety of  al l  students on site must be ensured.
The bike sheds wi l l  be access ib le for  students  cycl ing to and f rom school .

Our expectat ions are that  i f  s tudents  are not  s i t t ing an examinat ion or  work ing in  school ,  they are
at home rev is ing and prepar ing for  thei r  next  exam. We would l i ke to ask for  your  support  in  that
students  should not  be out  in  the community  dur ing school  hours  and any students  who are not
abiding by th is  request  may have thei r  exam leave suspended and thei r  normal  t imetable re instated.
Although these examinat ions are a pract ice for  students  to exper ience the quest ions and receive
feedback on them they wi l l  a lso be taken into account i f  the school  i s  asked to prov ide a Centre
Assessed Grade as we were for  prev ious Year 1 1  cohorts  2020 and 2021.  Therefore,  s tudents  should
apply  themselves to thei r  s tudies and attempt each exam to the best  of  thei r  abi l i ty .

A l l  of  the students  should have the requi red rev is ion tools  and have informat ion on what they need
to rev ise but  th is  wi l l  a lso be inc luded again in  our  prepare to perform issue that  wi l l  be sent
tomorrow to enable parents  and carers  to support  the students  over  the next  two weeks
The exam booklet  with fu l l  detai ls  can be found here.  

We st rongly  advise you and your  chi ld to read th is  booklet ,  a long with other  helpfu l  informat ion and
guidance on the exam process ,  which is  avai lable on our  websi te:
https://www.deerparksecondary.org/informat ion/exam-info-and-resul ts/.  Tak ing the t ime to rev iew
this  mater ia l  together  contains v i ta l  informat ion for  successfu l  preparat ion.

G C S E  P R A C T I C E  E X A M S  I N F O R M A T I O N   

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/assets/Exam-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-April-2025.pdf
https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/exam-info-and-results/


S t u d e n t s  w i l l  s i t  a  f u l l  s e t  o f  M a t h s  G C S E  p a p e r s  c o m p r i s i n g  o n e  n o n - c a l c u l a t o r
p a p e r  ( P a p e r  1 ) ,  a n d  t w o  c a l c u l a t o r  p a p e r s .  R e v i s i o n  m a t e r i a l s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n
G o o g l e  c l a s s r o o m ,  a n d  o n  t h e  D e e r  P a r k  M a t h s  R e v i s i o n  w e b s i t e .  S t u d e n t s  a r e
a d v i s e d  t o  u s e  t h e i r  r e v i s i o n  g u i d e s  a n d  p r e v i o u s l y  c o m p l e t e d  p a s t  p a p e r s  t o
h e l p  w i t h  t h e i r  r e v i s i o n .  P l e a s e  e n s u r e  s t u d e n t s  a r r i v e  f o r  e a c h  e x a m  w i t h  a  f u l l y
s t o c k e d  e q u i p m e n t  p a c k  -  t h e y  w i l l  n e e d  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  e q u i p m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a
s c i e n t i f i c  c a l c u l a t o r  f o r  p a p e r s  2  a n d  3 .

MA T H S

E N G L I S H
E n g l i s h  w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g  a t  

L a n g u a g e  p a p e r  2  -  N o n  F i c t i o n  a n d
L i t e r a t u r e  P a p e r  1  -  M a c b e t h  a n d  A  C h r i s t m a s  C a r o l  

T h e  f i r s t  e x a m  i s  E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  d o n ’ t  j u s t  s p e n d
t i m e  r e v i s i n g  t h e  p l o t  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  k n o w  q u o t e s  a n d  h o w  t o  p i c k  t h e m  a p a r t  a n d
a n a l y s e  t h e m .  O n  t h e  E n g l i s h  w e b s i t e ,  t h e r e  a r e  d o c u m e n t s  w h i c h  g o  t h r o u g h  k e y
q u o t e s  a n d  h o w  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  a n a l y s e d .  S t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  u s e  t h e s e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n
w i t h  t h e  e x a m  p a p e r s  t o  a p p l y  t h e m  a n d  p r a t c i s e  i n  t i m e d  c o n d i t i o n s .  

F o r  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a l w a y s  t h e  s a m e ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  j u s t  n e e d
t o  p r a c t i s e  a p p l y i n g  t h e i r  a n s w e r s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  t e x t s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  d o  s o ,  t h e
E n g l i s h  W e b s i t e  m i g h t  b e  u s e f u l  f o r  t h e m  t o  l o o k  a t  p a s t  p a p e r s .   

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  s i t  B i o l o g y  P a p e r  2 ,  C h e m i s t r y  P a p e r  2  a n d  P h y s i c s  P a p e r  2 .  P l e a s e
n o t e  t h a t  t h e  C h e m i s t r y  e x a m  f o r  s e p a r a t e  s c i e n t i s t s  w i l l  b e  r e d a c t e d  t o  r e f l e c t
o n l y  t h e  t o p i c s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c o v e r e d  s o  f a r .  
R e v i s i o n  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  G o o g l e  C l a s s r o o m  f o r  e a c h  p a p e r .  P l e a s e
m a k e  u s e  o f  r e v i s i o n  g u i d e s  t o  h e l p  s t r u c t u r e  r e v i s i o n  a n d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  r e a d i n g
a n d  h i g h l i g h t i n g  i s  t h e  m o s t  i n e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  t i m e -  q u i z z i n g  a n d  s e l f - t e s t i n g  i s
k e y  t o  b u i l d i n g  l o n g - t e r m  m e m o r y .
 

 
 

S C I E N C E

T h e  J a n u a r y  m o c k  e x a m  w i l l  c o v e r  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c o u r s e .  Ye a r  1 1  h a v e  n o w
c o m p l e t e d  a l l  G C S E  P E  e x a m  c o n t e n t  s o  a l l  t o p i c s  c o u l d  c o m e  u p .  P r a c t i c a l  m a r k s
w i l l  b e  f i n a l i s e d  t h i s  h a l f  t e r m  f o l l o w i n g  a  u s e f u l  m o c k  m o d e r a t i o n  w i t h  W i l d e r n  i n
D e c e m b e r .  

P l e a s e  s e e  u s e f u l  r e v i s i o n  l i n k s  b e l o w ;
1 . P l e a s e  f i n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  u s e f u l  r e v i s i o n  v i d e o  p l a y l i s t  -  A Q A  G C S E  P E  .  T h i s  h a s

b e e n  s h a r e d  o n  g o o g l e  c l a s s r o o m  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  
2 . P l e a s e  f i n d  t h e  2 0 1 8  p a p e r  v i a  t h e  l i n k  h e r e  a n d  t h e  m a r k  s c h e m e .  
3 . P l e a s e  f i n d  t h e  2 0 2 0  p a p e r  v i a  t h e  l i n k  h e r e  

W e  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  p r e v i o u s  e x a m s  i n  t h e  n e w  y e a r ,  i n  t h e  b u i l d - u p  t o  M a y .
 

P E

https://sites.google.com/deerparksecondary.org/englishatdeerpark/literature-paper-1/macbeth
https://sites.google.com/deerparksecondary.org/englishatdeerpark/literature-paper-1/macbeth
https://sites.google.com/deerparksecondary.org/englishatdeerpark/literature-paper-1/macbeth
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2VOuuWnbIB2jmknfgxXigvppSpx9PAdK&feature=shared
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ugd5EUF4AnzQJ8EYgsTLGplUn7GdJaDh?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DX1U0juaX-IgKCO_l4_NPPfal4MQscRC?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DX1U0juaX-IgKCO_l4_NPPfal4MQscRC?usp=drive_link


A s  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  J a n u a r y  m o c k  e x a m s ,  a l l  Y e a r  1 1  g e o g r a p h e r s  w i l l  b e  s i t t i n g
b o t h  P a p e r  1  a n d  P a p e r  2  o f  t h e  A Q A  s p e c i f i c a t i o n ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  v i t a l  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r .
T o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  m a k e  f u l l  u s e  o f  t h e  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  r e s o u r c e s
a v a i l a b l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  y o u r  r e v i s i o n  f o l d e r s ,  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  c a s e  s t u d y  b o o k l e t ,  a n d
o u r  G e o g r a p h y  w e b s i t e / G o o g l e  C l a s s r o o m .  A  k e y  p r i o r i t y  f o r  y o u r  r e v i s i o n  s h o u l d
b e  t h e  m a s t e r y  o f  c a s e  s t u d i e s ;  e n s u r i n g  y o u  c a n  a p p l y  t h e  c o r r e c t  e x a m p l e s  t o
t h e  r i g h t  q u e s t i o n s — a n d  r e m e m b e r i n g  3 – 4  s p e c i f i c  f a c t s  f o r  e a c h — i s  t h e  m o s t
e f f e c t i v e  w a y  t o  u n l o c k  t h e  h i g h e r  m a r k  b a n d s  a n d  s e c u r e  a  s t r o n g e r  o v e r a l l
g r a d e .
F i n a l l y ,  p l e a s e  e n s u r e  y o u  a r r i v e  w i t h  t h e  c o r r e c t  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  y o u r  e x a m s ,
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a  c a l c u l a t o r  f o r  n u m e r a c y  a n d  s t a t i s t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  a  p e n c i l  t o
a c c u r a t e l y  c o m p l e t e  g r a p h s  o r  d r a w  d i a g r a m s .

G E O G R A P H Y

F O O D  T E C H
T h i s  t e r m  i n  l e s s o n s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  f i n a l  p r a c t i c a l  e x a m
a n d  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e i r  N E A  2 .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  n e e d  t o  c h o o s e  t h r e e  d i s h e s  t o  c o o k
w h i c h  r e f l e c t  t h e  s k i l l s  t h e y  h a v e  s h o w n  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  p r a c t i c a l  e x a m  f r o m
D e c e m b e r ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h o s e  s k i l l s .  T h i s
p r a c t i c a l  e x a m  i s  w o r t h  3 0  m a r k s  o f  a  p o s s i b l e  7 0  o v e r a l l  f o r  N E A  2 ,  s o  i t  i s  v i t a l
t h e y  p u s h  t h e m s e l v e s .  A n y  p u p i l s  m i s s i n g  l e s s o n s  m u s t  a t t e n d  P r e p a r e  t o  P e r f o r m
s e s s i o n s  t o  c a t c h  u p  o n  t h e  h o u r s  m i s s e d .  

    M U S I C
F o r  t h e i r  m u s i c  m o c k ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  s i t  a  f u l l  p a p e r ,  w i t h  a n  h o u r  o f  t h e  e x a m
f o c u s i n g  o n  l i s t e n i n g  a n d  t h e  f i n a l  3 0  m i n u t e s  a s k i n g  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e
S e t  W o r k s  s t u d i e d  i n  c l a s s  ( B e e t h o v e n  a n d  Q u e e n ) .  W h e n  r e v i s i n g  a t  h o m e ,
s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  f o c u s  o n  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  m u s i c  a n d  a n y  w o r d s  t h a t  f i t  u n d e r  e a c h
o f  t h e s e ,  a s  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a p e r  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  t h i s .  
 
 

  

D R A M A
S t u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  b e  r e v i s i n g  B l o o d  B r o t h e r s  a n d  L i v e  T h e a t r e  R e v i e w .  
S t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  a  B l o o d  B r o t h e r s  r e v i s i o n  g u i d e  w h i c h  t h e y  c a n  w o r k
t h r o u g h .  T h i s  c o v e r s  a l l  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t e n t .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  r e c a p p i n g  a n d  r e v i s i n g  s u b j e c t - s p e c i f i c
t e r m i n o l o g y ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  g l o s s a r y  o f  O C R  G C S E  S p e c i f i c a t i o n .  

L a s t l y ,  u s i n g  t h e  T h i n g  I  k n o w  t o  b e  a  Tr u e  r e s o u r c e  p a c k  t o  r e v i s e  w i l l  b e  v e r y
u s e f u l  f o r  s t u d e n t s  w a n t i n g  t o  e x p a n d  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e -  T I K T B T  R e s o u r c e  P a c k .  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/images/242630-specification-accredited-gcse-drama-j316.pdf
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/resources/things-i-know-to-be-true-resource-pack


I T
W e  h a v e  n o w  c o m p l e t e d  6 0 %  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  w i t h  b o t h  N E A ’ s  n o w  w i t h  t h e  e x a m
b o a r d .
T h e  f o c u s  i s  a l l  o n  t h e  e x a m ,  w h i c h  i s  w o r t h  4 0 % .
T h e  l e s s o n s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  c o n t e n t  a n d  e x a m  t e c h n i q u e  s o  t h e y  f e e l  r e a d y  t o  g e t  t h e
b e s t  g r a d e  p o s s i b l e .
P l e a s e  e n c o u r a g e  r e v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  m o c k s ,  a s  w e  w i l l  u s e  t h e s e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t
a r e a s  w e  f o c u s  o n  f o r  t h e  r e v i s i o n  l e s s o n s .
R e v i s i o n  g u i d e s  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  £ 5 . 5 0 .
 

A R T
T h i s  t e r m  y o u  w i l l  b e  h a n d e d  y o u r  A Q A  A r t  E x a m  p a p e r ,  w h e r e  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o
c h o o s e  O N E  t h e m e  f o r  C o m p o n e n t  2 .  T h i s  e x a m  p a p e r  m a k e s  u p  4 0 %  o f  y o u r  G C S E
g r a d e  a n d  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  1 1  w e e k s  t o  i n c l u d e  y o u r  a s s e s s m e n t s  1 ,  2 ,  3  a n d  y o u r  f i n a l
p i e c e  i n  A p r i l .  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s h a r e d  a  d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  a b o u t  w h a t
C o m p o n e n t  2  i s  a b o u t  o n  G o o g l e  C l a s s r o o m  -  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  r e a d  t h i s  t h o r o u g h l y .  

I  h a v e  c r e a t e d  s l i d e s  t o  h e l p  y o u  a l l  a c h i e v e  y o u r  t a r g e t e d  g r a d e s .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t
y o u  c o m p l e t e  t h e s e  t a s k s  o n  t i m e ,  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  a l s o  b e  u p l o a d e d  o n t o  G o o g l e
C l a s s r o o m  f o r  r e m i n d e r s .
D u r i n g  s t u d y  l e a v e ,  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  a r e  u s i n g  t h e  s l i d e s  o n  G o o g l e  C l a s s r o o m  t o
h e l p  g u i d e  y o u  t h r o u g h  C o m p o n e n t  2 .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  2  w e e k s ,  y o u  n e e d  t o  b e
f o c u s i n g  o n  p r i m a r i l y  r e s e a r c h i n g  i d e a s ,  a r t i s t s  a n d  t a k i n g  y o u r  o w n  p h o t o s .

P r e s e n t a t i o n s  i n  y o u r  s k e t c h b o o k s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y .  M a k e  s u r e
t h e  w r i t t e n  w o r k  i s  r e a d a b l e  o r  t y p e d .  I m a g e s  y o u  f i n d  o n  t h e  i n t e r n e t  s h o u l d  n o t
b e  p i x e l l a t e d  b u t  o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y .  P r i m a r y  i m a g e s  g e t  h i g h e r  g r a d e s .

R E M I N D E R :  U s e  h e l p e r  s l i d e s  t o  g u i d e  y o u  t h r o u g h  t h i s  o n  G o o g l e  C l a s s r o o m !
S k e t c h b o o k s  h a v e  b e e n  o r d e r e d  b u t  h a v e  n o t  a r r i v e d  y e t ,  s o  y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o  w o r k
o n  p a p e r  f o r  n o w .

ME D I A
S t u d e n t s  h a v e  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  C S P  s t u d y  -  w e  h a v e  j u s t  n e w s p a p e r s  l e f t
t o  c o m p l e t e .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  t h e n  f o c u s  o n  r e v i s i n g  a l l  C S P s ,  e n s u r i n g  t h e y  a r e
c o n f i d e n t  i n  t h e  a s s e s s e d  f r a m e w o r k .



ME D I AD A N C E
S t u d e n t s  h a v e  n o w  c o m p l e t e d  3 0 %  o f  t h e i r  p r a c t i c a l  g r a d e  f o r  G C S E  D a n c e .  T h e
n e x t  N E A  i s  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  1 8 t h  M a r c h  a n d  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  t h e i r  C h o r e o g r a p h y ,
w h i c h  i s  w o r t h  3 0 %  o f  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  g r a d e .  S t u d e n t s  M U S T  b e g i n  c r e a t i n g  m a t e r i a l
o u t s i d e  o f  l e s s o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  d u r i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  t i m e .  T h e  D a n c e  S t u d i o  i s
a v a i l a b l e  t o  Y e a r  1 1  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t i m e s :

S t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  a  c h e c k l i s t  f o r  c o m p l e t i o n  a n d  w i l l  b e  s e t  v e r y  c l e a r
d e a d l i n e s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  o n  G o o g l e  C l a s s r o o m .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s
a d h e r e  t o  t h e s e  d e a d l i n e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  b e s t  o u t c o m e s  f o r  t h e i r  C h o r e o g r a p h y .  

D a n c e  R e v i s i o n :
A l l  t o p i c s  s t u d i e d  w i l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  G o o g l e  C l a s s r o o m  u n d e r  t h e  t o p i c  o f
R E V I S I O N .  S t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  f o c u s  o n  A L L  s e c t i o n  C  w o r k s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s t u d i e d
s o  f a r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e v i s i n g  s e c t i o n s  A  a n d  B  o f  t h e  p a p e r .  I  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e
s t u d e n t s  t o  r e w a t c h  t h e  A n t h o l o g y  W o r k s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s t u d i e d  s o  f a r  a s  p a r t  o f
t h e i r  r e v i s i o n :

A  L i n h a  C u r v a
S h a d o w s
W i t h i n  H e r  E y e s
I n f r a

U s e f u l  R e v i s i o n  T o o l s :
A Q A  G C S E  D a n c e  V o c a b u l a r y  
I n f r a  H a n d b o o k  -  F r e e  R e v i s i o n  R e s o u r c e  
A  L i n h a  C u r v a  -  F r e e  R e v i s i o n  R e s o u r c e  

P r a c t i c e  P a p e r s :
D a n c e  -  J u n e  2 0 2 2
D a n c e  -  N o v  2 0 2 1

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Break 1 Year 11 Choreo Year 11 Choreo Year 11 Choreo Year 11 Choreo

Break 2 Year 11 Choreo Year 11 Choreo Year 11 Choreo Year 11 Choreo

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236/specification/subject-content/choreography
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/dance/gcse/dance/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/static.roh.org.uk/learning-platform/Documents/Infra+E-resource+pack+2018.pdf
https://rambert.org.uk/classroom/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2023/08/Rambert-A-Linha-Curva-Resource-Pack.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/855c3fd1ca16c45d675da2c7eae3bbf5d0701b3b.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/f03753084073d4bec8336756a58c8237aba18070.pdf


T h i s  h a l f  t e r m  b r i n g s  t h e  D e s i g n  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  m o c k  e x a m .  P l e a s e  r e m i n d  y o u r
y o u n g  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  v e r y  c l e a r  ‘ t o p i c s  t o  r e v i s e ’  l i s t  o n  G C  f o r  t h e m .  T h e y
s h o u l d  b e  f o c u s i n g  t h e i r  r e v i s i o n  o n  t h i s  t o p i c  l i s t .
I n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  N E A  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  a b o u t  t o  s t a r t  t h e  c h a l l e n g i n g  p r a c t i c a l
p a r t  o f  t h e i r  c o u r s e w o r k .  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  b e  s p e n d i n g  t h e  s t u d y  l e a v e  w o r k i n g  h a r d
o n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h i s .
P l e a s e  b e  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  d e a d l i n e  f o r  N E A  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  i s  t h e  1 3 t h
M a r c h .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a  2 - w e e k  s t u d y  l e a v e  a n d  a  h a l f - t e r m  b r e a k  s o  w e  a r e
r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  t i m e  f a s t !  P l e a s e  d i s c u s s  t h e  N E A  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d  a n d  m a k e  s u r e
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  u p  t o  d a t e  a n d  h a p p y  w i t h  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  m a k i n g  a n d  w h a t  n e e d s  t o
b e  d o n e .

D E S I G N  T E C H

F R E N C H
W i t h  m o c k  e x a m s  c o m i n g  u p ,  a l l  Ye a r  1 1  l i n g u i s t s  w i l l  b e  r e v i s i n g  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  f o r
a l l  f o u r  s k i l l s ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t  w i l l  b e  m o r e  f o c u s e d  o n  R e a d i n g ,  L i s t e n i n g  a n d  W r i t i n g
a s  t h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  d o n e  t h e i r  s p e a k i n g  m o c k  e x a m  b e f o r e  h a l f  t e r m  ( w e l l  d o n e
e v e r y o n e ! ) .  P u p i l s  s h o u l d  b e  u s i n g  t h e i r  r e v i s i o n  g u i d e s  t o  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h e m  w i t h
t h e i r  r e v i s i o n  a t  h o m e ,  a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  b r i n g  t h e i r  r e v i s i o n  g u i d e s  t o  s c h o o l ,  a s  w e
w i l l  a l s o  b e  u s i n g  t h e m  i n  l e s s o n s  t o  c o m p l e t e  a s  m u c h  r e v i s i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  A f t e r
t h e  m o c k s  a r e  f i n i s h e d ,  w e  w i l l  b e  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  m o d u l e s  a n d  t h e n
f o c u s  o n  g r a m m a r  t o  e n s u r e  e v e r y o n e  i s  c o n f i d e n t  a n d  r e a d y  f o r  t h e i r  G C S E ’ s !  
P l e a s e  e n s u r e  t h a t  r e v i s i o n  i s  a l s o  b e i n g  d o n e  a t  h o m e ,  a n d  m a k e  a  l i s t  o f  a n y
v o c a b u l a r y  o r  g r a m m a r  p o i n t s  w h i c h  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  u s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  a g a i n  d u r i n g
P r e p a r e  t o  P e r f o r m .  B o n n e  c h a n c e  à  t o u s !  

H I S T O R Y
A l l  y e a r  1 1  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  e x a m i n e d  o n  a l l  4  t o p i c s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s t u d y i n g  s i n c e
Ye a r  9 .  T h e  t o p i c s  a r e :  
P a p e r  1
S e c t i o n  A  G e r m a n y ;  D e m o c r a c y  a n d  D i c t a t o r s h i p  1 8 9 0 - 1 9 4 5
S e c t i o n  B  C o n f l i c t  a n d  Te n s i o n  T h e  I n t e r - W a r  Ye a r s  1 9 1 8 - 1 9 3 9

P a p e r  2
S e c t i o n  A  B r i t a i n :  H e a l t h  a n d  t h e  P e o p l e
S e c t i o n  B  T h e  N o r m a n s  

T h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  r e v i s i o n  r e s o u r c e s  o n  G o o g l e  C l a s s r o o m  a n d  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  b e
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e i r  e x e r c i s e  b o o k s  a n d  f o l d e r s .  T h e y  a l s o  h a v e  a  w e a l t h  o f
p r a c t i s e  e x a m  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  t a c k l i n g  w h i l s t  u s i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e
s h e e t  a n d  s t i c k i n g  t o  t i m i n g s .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e m i n d e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  l e a v i n g  e n o u g h  t i m e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  f i n a l  q u e s t i o n  o n  e a c h  s e c t i o n  a s  t h e s e
a r e  t h e  b i g g e s t  q u e s t i o n s  ( 1 6  m a r k s ) .  



   R S
T h e  A Q A  e x a m  r e w a r d s  s t u d e n t s  w h o  c a n  m o v e  b e y o n d  s i m p l e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  t o
p r o v i d e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n a l y s i s  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n .  B y  r e v i s i t i n g  k e y  t e a c h i n g s ,  s a c r e d
t e x t s ,  a n d  d i v e r s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  y o u  b u i l d  t h e  " m e n t a l  l i b r a r y "  n e c e s s a r y  t o
c o n s t r u c t  p e r s u a s i v e  a r g u m e n t s  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e .  C o n s i s t e n t  r e v i s i o n  e n s u r e s  t h a t
w h e n  y o u  f a c e  a  c o m p l e x  e t h i c a l  d i l e m m a  o r  a  d e e p  t h e o l o g i c a l  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e
e x a m ,  y o u  h a v e  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  n o t  j u s t  s t a t e  w h a t  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e ,  b u t  t o
e x p l a i n  w h y  t h e y  b e l i e v e  i t  a n d  h o w  t h o s e  b e l i e f s  i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o d a y .
P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o m p l e t e  y o u r  s e l f - s t u d y  b o o k l e t s  a s  p a r t  o f  y o u r  o n g o i n g
r e v i s i o n  f o r  R S .

To p  T i p  f o r  r e v i s i o n :
Q u o t e  " M i c r o - Q u o t e s "
L o n g  p a s s a g e s  o f  s c r i p t u r e  a r e  h a r d  t o  m e m o r i s e  a n d  o f t e n  u n n e c e s s a r y .
T h e  T i p :  A i m  f o r  " m i c r o - q u o t e s " — s h o r t ,  2 - t o - 5  w o r d  s n i p p e t s  t h a t  c a n  b e  e a s i l y
e m b e d d e d  i n t o  a  s e n t e n c e .
I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  w h o l e  G o l d e n  R u l e ,  j u s t  u s e :  " L o v e  t h y  n e i g h b o u r . "
F o r  I s l a m :  " C l o s e r  t h a n  h i s  j u g u l a r  v e i n "  ( O m n i p r e s e n c e ) .

P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  u t i l i s e  t h e  d r o p  i n  s e s s i o n s  b e l o w :

M r s  W i l l i a m s -  Tu e s d a y  b r e a k  1 -  1 1 2
M r s  W a t s o n -  T h u r s d a y s  - l u n c h -  1 1 2

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  s o m e  o f  y o u  n e e d  t o  a t t e n d  f o r t n i g h t l y  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  W e e k  B  i n
1 1 2  f r o m  3 - 3 . 4 5 p m   r e v i s i o n  s e s s i o n s  t o  h e l p  y o u  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  m e e t i n g  y o u r
t a r g e t  g r a d e .  T h e s e  i n v i t a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  o u t  t o  y o u r  p a r e n t s / g u a r d i a n s
d i r e c t l y  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  n e e d  t o  b e  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  m e  i f  y o u  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .

Our Third Year 11 Parent Coffee Morning wil l  take place on:

Date: Thursday 5th February

Time: 9.30 - 10.45

Location: The school Library 

Theme:  How to support your child’s health and Wellbeing during Year 11  

Your insights and involvement are invaluable as we work together to make this year

successful,  however we do appreciate the constraints of working parents and the sl ides

and information wil l  be sent out via our Prepare to Perform newsletter, should you not be

able to make it.

To help us arrange seating and refreshments, please complete the sign up on

edulink 

Our future coffee mornings wil l  be held on the following dates between 9.45-10.45

Friday 20th March - How to to support your child's resilience during the final term



As  pup i l s  head  i n to  t he i r  p rac t i ce  exams ,  we ’ ve  been  emphas i s i ng  t he  impo r tance  o f
bu i l d i ng  r ou t i ne s .  I n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  a t  t h i s  t i me  o f  yea r  we  o f ten  make  New  Yea r ’ s  r e so l u t i on s
and  re l y  on  w i l l powe r  t o  see  u s  t h rough .  And  t h i s  i s  why  t hey  can  o f ten  fa i l ,  because
w i l l powe r  i s  a  f i n i t e  r e sou rce .  Wha t  ou r  b ra i n s  l i k e  a re  s y s tems  to  fo l l ow :  ou r  b ra i n s  a re
des i gned  to  be  e f f i c i en t ,  no t  neces sa r i l y  p roduc t i ve .  So  t hey  bu i l d  ‘ l oops ’  t o  sa ve  ene rgy .
E ve r y  s t udy  se s s i on  s t uden t s  have  e ve r  had  (o r  a vo i ded )  f o l l ows  t h i s  t h ree- s tep
neu ro l og i ca l  pa t te r n :

T h e  c u e :  A  t r i gge r  ( e .g . ,  you r  phone  v i b ra t i ng  o r  s i t t i ng  a t  you r  des k ) .
T h e  a c t i o n :  T he  behav i o r  ( e .g . ,  check i ng  T i k To k  v s .  open i ng  you r  B i o l ogy  fo l de r ) .
T h e  r e w a r d :  T he  dopam ine  h i t  ( e .g . ,  s oc i a l  va l i da t i on  v s .  t he  "ah -ha ! "  momen t  o f
unde r s tand i ng  a  concep t ) .

T he  way  to  u se  t he se  ‘ l oops ’  t o  ou r  advan tage  i s  t o  ge t  r i d  o f  t he  cue  t ha t  i s  d i s t r ac t i ng .
Pu t t i ng  you r  phone  i n  ano the r  r oom  i s  a  g rea t  way  to  do  t h i s !

Fu r t he rmo re ,  when  s t uden t s  p rac t i ce  a  pas t  pape r  o r  memor i se  a  fo rmu l a ,  t he i r  b ra i n
pe r fo rms  a  p roces s  ca l l ed  m y e l i n a t i o n .  T h i n k  o f  you r  neu ron s  l i k e  e l ec t r i ca l  w i r e s .  M y e l i n
i s  t he  i n su l a t i on  a round  t ho se  w i r e s .  E ve r y  t i me  you  r epea t  a  ta s k ,  t he  mye l i n  s hea th  ge t s
t h i c ke r ,  mak i ng  t he  e l ec t r i ca l  s i gna l  t r a ve l  f a s te r  and  mo re  accu ra te l y .  D i s t rac ted  s t udy
(check i ng  t he i r  phone  e ve r y  5  m i nu te s ! )  p re ven t s  t h i c k  mye l i n  f r om  fo r m i ng .  A  good  way  to
bea t  t h i s  i s  t o  se t  a  t ime r  f o r  j u s t  20  m i nu te s  o f  pu re  focus .  T h i s  ‘ i n t en se  f i r i ng ’  t e l l s  t he
b ra i n :  " Th i s  pa thway  i s  impo r tan t ;  i n su la te  i t ! "

R E V I S I O N  S T R A T E G I E S  


