HEADTEACHER'S

HELLO!

Dear Parents,

| hope you enjoy reading through the
newsletter - the students certainly have
been busy! The anti-bullying ambassadors
at Deer Park School have been working hard
- one of their initiatives involves each tutor
group designing colourful bricks with anti-

bullying pledges written on them. These
bricks serve as a visual reminder of the
school's commitment to kindness and
respect, and they symbolise the collective
responsibility to prevent bullying. The
ambassadors’ dedication to fostering a
positive school culture has made a

significant difference in the lives of their
peers.

| was also lucky enough to work with a
range of students during our recent visit to
Google headquarters. It was an exciting
opportunity for Deer Park School students to
get a glimpse into the world of technology
and innovation. They got to see firsthand
how Google operates, learn about different
career paths, and even experience some of
the cutting-edge technology Google is
developing. The visit sparked curiosity and
ambition, with many  students now
dreaming of becoming "Googlers”
themselves one day.

| wish you all a restful weekend.

Mr Jones

MEET MR MILLER

Hello, | am Mr Miller - | have just joined the
Science Department here at Deer Park
School. | have been teaching Science and
Psychology for over 16 years within the 11-
18 sector, and | can honestly say, hand on
heart, that it has been the best experience
so far working at Deer Park - the students
are absolutely wonderful, and | have been
nothing but impressed with their attitude
to learning and Co-Curricular activities. It
certainly has a real community feel. One
of my major passions over the years has
been working with students and local
charities - | feel it brings so many
positives to everyone involved. | have
already had the pleasure of working
closely with the Deer Park Rights
Respecting Community’ Focus Group, who
have had a busy start to the year with all
things charity.

Outside of school, | am a father of three
wonderful children and enjoy spending as
much time as possible with them - be that

watching them playing sports, enjoying
the outdoors or just hanging out together.

In my spare time, | enjoy anything fitness
related, especially running, and | am also

an instructor at Wildern Leisure Centre.

I am thoroughly enjoying making a
positive contribution to an already
successful and brilliant team here at Deer
Park.

WWW.DEERPARKSECONDARY.ORG




A warm welcome back to the Year 7 community after half-term! | hope that you
had a restful time and that you were able to reflect on what has been an
overwhelmingly positive start to life at Deer Park for our new cohort.

There is an action packed few weeks ahead in the build up to Christmas with
lots of events and activities to get involved with.

Our most recent assemblies have looked at the House system at Deer Park and
also a focus on anti-bullying week; on the latter, and as we shared in the
assembly, even though there is an anti-bullying week highlighted we agreed
that every week is an anti-bullying week as far as we are concerned.

Kind regards,

Mr Parnell

Welcome back Team 2028! The first two weeks have flown by, and Year 8
continue to impress Deer Park staff. On my classroom rounds | have seen
everything from push along toys to pizza pinwheels!

I’d like to congratulate a few of our students on some noticeable
achievements since our return. Firstly, to Jayden K on being Deer Park’s goal
of the week, please head to our social media pages to check out how
impressive it was! Secondly, to Franklin N who wrote a beautiful poem in
English called ‘A Willow’s Creek’, you have a real talent! Finally, to Sureena P
for naming our wonderful new year group mascot ‘Steel’, which means ‘to
prepare oneself for a challenge’, which | think is rather fitting as we
continue to grow and develop as a cohort. Congratulations to these
students.

Kind wishes,

Mrs Wilson
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Welcome back to Year 9. 1 hope you had a chance to rest over the half term
period and have come back refreshed and ready to continue the excellent start
you have made to your GCSE courses.

| wanted to take the opportunity to formally introduce Miss Hodges, a valued
member of the student services team, who is now attached to Year 9. Miss
Hodges recently completed a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology
Counselling, and spends her spare time reading. She is also a very keen rugby
fan, and supports Bath.

| know how excited she is to be working with the cohort this year, and we are
very lucky to have her.

Well done to all of Year 9 on their continued hard work this year,

Keep it up!
Mr Gregory

Welcome back to Year 10 after the %2 term break - it already seems like a long
time back! We have had a bust couple of weeks, including football fixtures and
visits to Google HQ. We recently heard from Miss Brazao and Miss Andrews who
introduced the new house system at Deer Park, and another opportunity for
Year 10 students in becoming House captains. This is another chance for Year
10 to put their name on the wall as a ‘Ist ever’ and is another impressive line to
add to applications for college or apprenticeships.

Finally, Mr Jones spoke to Year 10 about the importance of applying for roles in
the Prefect team. The closing date for applications has been extended until
Monday 18th, with students asked to write a supporting paragraph explaining
why they would like to be considered, and emailing this to
prefects@deerparksecondary.org

Kind wishes,

Mr. Smith
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Supporting you to be responsible, confident, healthy & respectful young adults

prepared for life and work in an ever changing world.

This half term we are focussing on the theme of Relationships. The programme
consists of Education for life lessons, tutor sessions and assemblies. Please see
below for a brief outline of what each year group will be studying this half term:

YEAR 7 -NO OUTSIDERS - DIVERSITY

In this unit students will be exploring
how to promote and protect
diversity. Focusing on championing
differences and overcoming
prejudice. We will explore living in a
diverse society, prejudice and
discrimination, bullying and how to
be an upstander, supporting others.
This is linked with our schools ethos
on anti bullying and inclusion.

YEAR 8 -NO OUTSIDERS -
DISCRIMINATION

In this unit students will explore
concepts surrounding different protected
characteristics such as same sex
relationships, racism and gender.
Students will also look at the different
types of religious weddings to
appreciate and respect their cultural
traditions. They will also look into what
marriage, arranged marriages and
forced marriages are. The aim of the unit
is to ensure students have an
understanding of their own rights as well
as encouraging them to become active
global citizens who will promote fairness,
equality and cohesion in society.

YEAR 9 - RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS

In this unit students will be exploring

Students will begin thinking about

what they look for in a partner and

the different types of relationships
that exist.

An important part of the unit will be
exploring different types of family,
cohabitation and relationship
breakdowns to prepare and educate
students for the future.

the concepts of marriage and divorce.

YEAR 10 - FAMILY MATTERS

In this unit students will explore and
discuss issues relating to the family;
parenthood; unwanted pregnancy;
abortion, adoption and fostering; fertility
treatments with a focus on IVF. Students
will be encouraged to form their own
opinions on the ethical issues discussed
whilst also considering the views of others
and religious believers. Students will also
sensitively explore loss, grief and
bereavement as well as topics with a
focus on coercive control including
domestic abuse, grooming, exploitation
and gangs.
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CAREERS INFORMATION

JO TESSEM AND ADAM BLACKMORE LIVE AT DEER PARK

Infamous radio duo, Jo Tessem and Adam Blackmore, visited our Year 9 and
10 Media Studies students on Monday 11th November to talk all things
airwaves. Our students learnt about how to broadcast a live radio show (all
the way from Birmingham), what the preparation for a match day looks like
and were even treated to an interviewing masterclass from the wizard
himself, Adam Blackmore. Tessem and Blackmore highlighted the
importance of hard work but also took time to remind students that, within
the Media industry especially, standing out and offering something unique
really is key to success. Hopefully our students walked away feeling a sense
of empowerment to really let their personalities shine alongside their
impressive academic ability.

Click here for the most recent Labour Market Information Bulletin (LMI)
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https://sway.cloud.microsoft/NCJ4PBOi8UAUmzaF?ref=Link

CAREERS INFORMATION

YEAR 9-10 STUDENTS DIVE INTO THE WORLD OF MARITIME &
TRANSPORT CAREERS!

This week, a group of our Year 9 and 10 students went to the ABP Cruise
Terminal, where they explored the dynamic careers in the Maritime and
Transport industry! From navigating high-tech equipment to hopping aboard
impressive vehicles, students had the unique chance to roll up their sleeves
and get hands-on with the technology that powers the industry.

Not only did they learn about a wide range of career paths—from ship
engineering to logistics and environmental sustainability—but they also
connected with professionals and gained valuable insights into the skills

needed to thrive in these fields. This inspiring day showcased the incredible
opportunities awaiting them in the industry.
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CAREERS INFORMATION
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STUDENTS SEGMENT
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STEM LEADERS

On Friday 18th we welcomed two year 4 classes from Botley Primary School.
They were here to build upon their topic of "Potions” with a masterclass
delivered by two of our STEM Leaders. Emily Joyce & Zoe Joyce were confident
and inspiring with their introduction to acids & alkalis. The students tested
different household substances with universal indicator to determine if they
were acidic or alkaline, and then were challenged to make a rainbow with their
results. The students from Botley Primary School had a fantastic time, and left
enthused with a passion for Science at Deer Park. Our STEM Leaders did a
fantastic job, we could not be more proud!

BLOOD BROTHERS TRIP

As part of the GCSE Curriculum,
students must study one set text
for their exam. Deer Park has
chosen Blood Brother to study.
Both Year 9 and Year 10 were
taken to Portsmouth Kings
Theatre to watch Blood Brothers
Live. This was a successful trip
that will subsequently aid GCSE
students when completing their
GCSE exam.
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A OUR CHESS CHAMPS TAKE ON WINCHESTER COLLEGE!

This week, two teams of six
students stepped up to the
chessboard for an exciting
tournament at Winchester
College! Facing off against
older, more experienced players
with impressive chess ratings,
our students played with skill,
strategy, and unwavering
determination.

For many, this was their very
first chess tournament, and they
truly held their own—earning
respect from their opponents
and thoroughly enjoying the

competitive atmosphere. A A fantastic experience for all,
Phoenix, who made an represented our school. Well
incredible impact by winning done, team Deer Park!

not once, but twice against a
player from King Edward VI!

REMEMBRANCE DAY

As a school to mark
Remembrance Day we held a
two minute's silence on
Monday 11th November at
11.00am. We invited those
students that take part in
uniformed organisations
outside of school (Cadets,
Scouts or Guides) to wear the
full uniform of their
organisation smartly into
school for this occassion. All
students completed tutor
sessions about the
importance of this and some
represented the school at
events within the local

community
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RIGHTS, RESPECT, COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUP

Members of the RRC Student Focus Group are thrilled to launch two
upcoming events with you.......

BASICS BANK FOOD APPEAL

We are asking Deer Park students to donate items to the Basics Food bank
Appeal. These will be collected as a tutor group and brought to room 113 on
specific dates listed below.

We are looking for non-perishable items such as:

Toiletries (shower gel, deodorant etc)

Tinned vegetables
Teabags/coffee/squash
Tinned soup
Cereal
The items you collect make a real difference to families in the local
community who are struggling to eat this Christmas. Thank You!

CHRISTMAS QUIZ

A letter will be shared via
edulink with details of our first
ever Deer Park Charity
Christmas Quiz!

This is set to be a fantastic
evening with food, performances
and the all important quiz to test

those brain cells with all
proceeds raised going towards
local charity partnerships.

Sign your team up through

Parent Pay once you have
received the letter!
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HOUSE CAPTAINS AND VICE-CAPTAINS LAUNCH

Last week and this week, students at Deer Park
had their first ever House Assembly where they
were introduced to their House Managers (Miss
Andrews and Miss Brazao) and to the
opportunity to apply as a House Captain or
House Vice-Captains. Students with an interest
in these roles, should apply through an
Application Form which has been posted to the
students’ House Google Classroom. We look
forward to seeing your applications. Good luck!

Many thanks to all parents that have attended some of our PSP events
already this year. The feedback has been great! Our PSP events continue this
half term giving you the opportunity to find out about key information linked

to your childs learning and wellbeing.

A letter with information about each one and a sign up form will be sent to
you through Edulink prior to each one but in the meantime here are some
save the dates for you and a link to the Data and Assessments Video .....
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https://youtu.be/yMEr-KtZPyc

ANTI BULLYING WEEK

The theme for this year’s Anti-bullying week is “Choose Respect” and this
week, students at Deer Park have been exploring the topic in more detail
during assemblies, tutor sessions and in lessons.

The Anti-Bullying Alliance have created a toolkit for parents. This is
designed to give parents/carers information and tips to help you talk to
your child about bullying. You can find the toolkit here
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p-_1TIxcTFr7HpkjckhmnGSp4WSxF_PY/view

ICT GOOGLE TRIP

On Thursday we took both year 10 ICT GCSE classes on a trip to the Google
Offices in London. They attended expert led talks on generative Al, data,
networking and cyber security. They then experienced the excellent food from
the Google chefs, before having a tour of the offices and visiting the
Accessibility Discovery Centre; where they got to have a go at some of the new
tech.

The students impressed us with their confidence when in conversation with the
Google team and | think we might have a few potential Google employees
amongst the year group! Some have already been asking about
apprenticeships.

Well done year 10 - the Google team have already said that they would
welcome Deer Park back any time!
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NEW YORK NEW YORK!

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD A LINK TO THE FULL JOURNAL
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/10m9JzxXf7BFa5gyccx8gW3cIRppsUjPE/view?usp=drive_link

LITTON LANE FOUNDATION

We are thrilled to update you on the development of our Litton Lane
Foundation and offer you an exciting opportunity to be a part of this.

The Litton Lane Foundation is established to enhance the educational
experience of students and support the broader community by securing and
managing generous contributions. The Foundation will achieve this by:

Fundraising: Actively seeking and securing financial contributions from a
variety of sources, including alumni, parents, corporations, and foundations.

Resource Allocation: Strategically allocating funds to support programs and
initiatives that are not fully funded by the school's budget. These may
include: enrichment programs in academics, arts, and sports, technology
and infrastructure improvements and community outreach programs

Stewardship: Ensuring transparency and accountability in the management
of funds, and communicating the impact of donations to stakeholders.

If you would like to be a part of the Parent Group that will work alongside the
Student Group in leading the Litton Lane Foundation then please complete
the form here by Friday 29th November.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE

FIXTURES Year 9 Rugby -

The year 9 boys rugby team made history today being the first ever Deer
Park rugby team to play a competitive fixture. They conducted themselves
excellently throughout the day and competed in b fixtures, winning 3,
drawing 1 and only losing 1. Player of the day went to Ciaran for some
amazing tackles.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDSpxTO6T1GIP3OAGGTrL1Lrs2NxeUHDvbd5JlK2yivTiS7Q/viewform

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE

Year 8 Rugby

Year 8 Rugby Team at Deer Park Secondary School made us incredibly proud
on Thursday as they took part in their first contact rugby development day at
Portsmouth Rugby Club! Playing on a full-sized pitch and experiencing
scrums for the first time, the team showcased the core rugby values of
Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline, and Sportsmanship every step of
the way. It was inspiring to see their growth and dedication to the game, and
we’'re excited to watch them continue developing their skills and love for
rugby!

Year 9 Netball

Upcoming Hampshire cup football for our Year
9 Boys and Ul4 girls is due to be shared with
parents shortly.

Congratulations year 10 football team who
have finished a tough season in Division 1 this
year. We look forward to working with the
squad for the final time again in Year 11!

CURRICULUM

Year 8 are making great progress in their new topic Volleyball. It is rewarding
to see all students developing skills they have previously not used and
discussing similarities and differences between other curriculum topics such
as badminton.

Year 7 are exploring their technique in badminton this half term alongside
important skills to support attacking and defensive play in netball.

GCSE PE Quick fire questions to support your child’s learning
1 - Name an immediate effect of exercise
2 - Name a short term effect of exercise
3 - Name a long term effect of exercise
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EXTRA CURRICULAR

FIRST AID

As per our School’s First Aid Policy, we are unable to administer
paraceunnoluntHlL300n10nwards.Heaseencourageyourchﬂdﬂen)to
bring a water bottle to school, as there are various water stations available
to keep them hydrated. Drinks are also available to buy at break and
lunchtimes only, starting from £1.20.

i ; Thank you
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UPCOMING DATES

Date Activity Year Group
Thursday 28th November Barber Surgeon History (GCSE History Students
Speaker
Friday 29th November CPD Day (Inset) No All Years
Ll HEEEE IJ students in school

TERM DATES FOR THIS Polite reminder: All meal deals are £3.20 and served
ACADEMIC YEAR CAN BE at break 2. The daily limit to spend is £7.50 unless
FOUND HERE you have asked us to cap this. hot food is also

available at break 1. if you recieve the fsm

allowance of £3.20, this does not get reset from

l..‘ break 1 and is to be used across the day. if your
v child does fall into a negative balance a red slip

will be issued at the office and a phone call home

will be made to ask to top up the account. we can
no longer allow purchases on overdrawn accounts.

many thanks.

CAR PARK

For the safety and security of all students and staff, please be reminded that
the school car park is reserved exclusively for those who hold a valid car park
pass or a Blue Badge . We kindly request that you do not use the car park for
general drop-offs or collections (Unless you are collecting your child during the
day for an appointment).
To ensure a smooth and safe drop-off and pick-up process, please utilize the
designated drop-off points available on Sika Avenue.
Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in helping us maintain a
secure environment for everyone.

Just a reminder that should students decide to pierce their nose they will need
to wear a clear retainer. To avoid conversations around not being able to take
the piercing out in the first 4 weeks of the piercing please do not allow your
child to get their nose pierced during term time. Many thanks for your
cooperation.
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https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/

ABSENCES

Please, where possible, could you contact us before 8.30am if your child is unable to
attend school. Absences can be recorded via the Insight App or by e-mailing
absence@deeparksecondary.org. Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100

and select option 1to report your child absent.

HOLIDAY FORMS

If you need to request an authorised absence from school, for example
for holidays, attending family funerals, etc Parents will now need to
complete an online google form. This should make it easier for parents
to complete. The link for the form is here.

Lost Property

All lost property is kept in the Library (LRC). If
your child(ren) has lost anything, please ask
them to collect anything that belongs to
them. Items will be kept for 3 weeks and then
donated. Please help us to get items back to
your child by clearly labeling items.
Thank you.
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