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MEET MRS CLARKE
Hello, my name is Mrs Clarke and I am
the Receptionist here at Deer Park. My
role is to be the initial point of contact
for parents, visitors and students in the
office. I also provide support in the
medical room and monitor attendance.

A lot of my spare time is spent outdoors,
come rain or shine! Either walking my
dog, camping in our VW campervan or
being the stablehand/groom/taxi for
my daughter's pony.
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HEADTEACHER'S
HELLO!

The frosty mornings have certainly
provided some inspiration for our
students to take some stunning
photographs for the Famed and Framed
competit ions that have been running.
There are some very talented
photographers in both year groups and
we wil l  create a gal lery of al l  the
images for you to see.  As always,  i t  has
been a productive and busy couple of
weeks - Year 7 were amazing in their
football  tournament and played with
exceptional ski l l ,  character and
enthusiasm. We are very proud of how
they represented the school .  Year 8
have had an intr iguing t ime in the
careers fair  talking to over 40 different
sectors about possible career paths so
do talk to them about it  over the
weekend. And we have had the
opportunity to introduce the ski  tr ip to
the dry slopes… they al l  thoroughly
enjoyed it  and can’t  wait  to hit  the
slopes again at Easter .  

Please do feel  free to contact us i f  you
have any questions,  offers of ways to
support or any concerns.  I  always feel
heartened to receive so many
messages from you al l  - we are a
community school and your voice is
important to us.  

Mr Jones

Please find our updated extra
curriculum timetable for this
half term here.

EXTRA CURRICULAR

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gzuczus7bbyjPRySN0SmqENcAT8F53SkALXT8uvxu1E/edit


We would like to highlight some of the students who showed the most
progress from their previous scores - either from Autumn term for year 7 or
from the Summer term for year 8s.

During the first week of school this term, all year 7 and 8
students were given a Reading and Spelling test, as they
do each term, to register their progress in these areas.
We have seen some great results, with many of our
students reaching the top limits of the test - a reading
age of 17+ years! 

LITERACY - READING LEGENDS! 

EDUCATION FOR LIFE

WWW.DEERPARKSECONDARY.ORG

YEAR 7 YEAR 8

 Careers and Your Future
 Transition Points in Your Life
 Personal Qualities and Skills

DEVELOPING SKILLS & ASPIRATIONS
1.
2.
3.

 Exploring Careers
 Making Decisions about KS4
 Pathways

SETTING GOALS/PATHWAYS 
1.
2.
3.

YEAR 7 READING LEGENDS! 
PROGRESS FROM SEPTEMBER  

YEAR 8 READING LEGENDS!
PROGRESS FROM END OF YEAR 7

Evie DP
Lola N
Ava P

Jack B
Eyden B
Liam H

Taliya T
Alf ie T
Isla H

George J
Bella B

Azaria D
Jacob W
Emily C

Brogan M
Bernie R-W

Luca S

Bella A-F
Kiara B

Lauren C 
Seb C

Kayden EK
Li l ia H

Emily J
Leona K
Oll ie M
Li l l ie P

Owen R
Holl ie S

Scarlett  T

All  parents wil l  be receiving a letter with their  child’s reading ages
in due course.  



Parents may be interested in attending the Friday night project hosted by our new school
counsellor, David Howse. The project is for young people with mild/moderate physical/learning
difficulties, Autistic Spectrum conditions or confidence issues. The aim of the group is to support
young people to engage in a range of activities, enabling them to reach their full potential.
Activities include cookery, arts and crafts, games, trips, computer use and much more. For more
information please contact youthteam@hedgeend-tc.gov.uk.

TRICKBOX THURSDAY
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FRIDAY NIGHT PROJECT  

Below is a useful  l ink i f  your chi ld is interested in a career
including how to become an air l ine pi lot and 5 top t ips to
become a pi lot .

https://www.pilotcareernews.com/tag/be-a-pilot/

PILOT CAREER NEWS 

EXTERNAL PEDESTRIAN GATES DURING SCHOOL TIME
All  external school gates are locked during the school day (between 8.30am
and 3pm). The pedestr ian gates wil l  not be reopened between 8.30am and 3pm.
Along with any visitors,  students arr iving between these t imes wil l  need to walk
to the main doors at the front of school and sign in at reception.  I f  walking,
there is a pedestr ian access gate at the Sika Avenue entrance that wi l l  be
unlocked to gain entry to reception.  Please can we ask that you remind your
chi ld not to cal l  the school to ask for the gates to be unlocked during these
times.

Over the last two weeks our Year 7 and Year 8 students have
been looking at the following communication habits that they
can also practise at home.

I NEGOTIATE CONFIDENTLY
About this habit:
Finding a win-win can help us move forwards.

We don't always agree with each other and that's Ok. To create a win-win, first think
about what you want, then imagine being in the other person's shoes. Make a choice
that's good for both of you.
About this habit:

I SET BOUNDARIES
About this habit:
We all need to value ourselves. Sometimes we need to say 'no' to others or to situations
that we're not happy with. Our feelings help tell us what we need to say 'no' to. Get help
if needed. (Others may sometimes need to say 'no' to us.)

mailto:youthteam@hedgeend-tc.gov.uk
https://www.pilotcareernews.com/tag/be-a-pilot/
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YEAR 7

DEER PARK CITIZEN

TEAM OF THE WEEK: YEAR 7 FOOTBALL

Congratulations to those who took
part in the Southampton Schools
Football  Indoor Cup Final .  

After three incredible performances
with some outstanding goalkeeping
by Harry W, Deer Park were level on
points with Bitterne Park f inishing
joint f i rst  place on goal difference,
with a winner takes al l  game being
the decider for the overal l  1st  place.
We took the runners up posit ion with
a narrow 1-0 defeat.  

YEAR 8
CAREERS EVENT
On Friday 20th January Deer Park hosted
its first ever Careers event; welcoming
many different guests from a variety of
different industries and employers
dovetailing nicely with the current
Education for Life theme and pathways
process. 

Students have completed their initial surveys
to enable them to become familiar with the
system. Our Parent Support Programme for
Pathways is on the 2nd February. If you
haven’t signed up yet please do so using this
form. Our parents evening dates will be
shared with you next week. These meetings
will give you further opportunity to discuss
pathways with your child's teacher. Pathways
booklets will also come home with students
on the last day of term.

PATHWAYS

The boys showed excellent skills, teamwork and respect to all opposition and staff
involved. Goal scorers; Jacob M, Oliver D, James H.

I f  you wish for your chi ld to purchase meals and
snacks in school please remember to top up your
chi ld 's ParentPay account regularly .  Please also
ensure payments for tr ips are made on t ime.

PARENTPAY 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScc4sh0zLVlvl4PEW5tXyoKXadOEsORiATrDgcL6p2LZMBzcA/viewform
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login


ONLINE SAFETY



UPCOMING
DATES
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RAIL SAFETY
Network Rail in partnership with Learn Live
are working to help raise awareness about
the dangers of the train tracks through
interactive digital delivery.
The video in the link below is less than 15
minutes and explains why it is important to
stay safe near the tracks. Over 14 million
students, parents and teachers from across
the UK have already watched these videos 

which has led to a significant decrease in the number of incidents in their
area through watching the safety videos.
Please click on the link below to view the free safety video by just entering
the email railsafety@learnliveuk.com into the "I am registered field" when
you first watch the video.
https://learnliveuk.com/network-rail-secondary-school-safety-talk/

https://learnliveuk.com/network-rail-secondary-school-safety-talk/

