
DEAR PARENTS,

THE STUDENTS HAVE BEEN BUSY
AND BRILLIANT AS USUAL.  DANCE
LIVE! WAS A PARTICULAR
HIGHLIGHT LAST WEEK - I
ABSOLUTELY LOVED IT!  MY THANKS
TO ALL OF YOU THAT CAME TO
SUPPORT AND OF COURSE TO THE
STUDENTS AND STAFF INVOLVED.
THEIR CREATIVITY AND DARING
NEVER CEASES TO AMAZE ME.  

THIS WEEK ALSO MARKS CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH WEEK AND WE WILL
BE INCORPORATING VARIOUS
ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES INTO
OUR CURRICULUM TO RAISE
AWARENESS AND PROVIDE SUPPORT
AROUND THIS VITAL TOPIC. 

BEST WISHES,

MR JONES
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MEET MRS WILLIAMSHEADTEACHERS HELLO 

Hello,  I  joined Deer Park in
September   and I  teach English and
RE.  I  have taught both subjects for
a number of years,  at GCSE Level .  I
am originally from South Africa,  so

I  love the sunshine.  I  also love
reading and baking and also run

the Poetry Club on Mondays at
Deer Park.  In my spare t ime I  write

short stories and swim to stay
active,  as well  as go on lots of dog

walks.

DANCE LIVE!

Huge
congratulations
to everyone that
participated and
helped support

this years Dance
Live! event.

Watch out for our
Dance Live!

special  in the
next edit ion of
the newsletter.
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

Thank you for your continued support with the year group; I  am very pleased with how
they have come back after the Christmas break and got ‘stuck into’  this term. January
can be a tough month fol lowing the festivit ies and it  is  important that we get back to
‘normality’  in al l  forms of l i fe,  including school.  I  am delighted to share that lessons

have been calm and focused and that the ongoing commitment to extracurricular has
been excellent.  Both the boys and gir ls football  teams are unbeaten so far and I  have

been hearing wonderful  things about our Dance Live students!

In assemblies thus far,  I  have reiterated the importance of attendance, punctuality,
uniform and a posit ive attitude to learning as the key basic ingredients needed in order

to be successful .  I  have to say that on the whole these aspects are al l  in a very good
place across the cohort and I  am understandably very keen for this to continue!

Good attendance is obviously a key area needed for student success and I  am working
very hard to ensure that our ‘stats’  are where they should be.  Whilst  I  understand that

students wil l  be absent from time-to-time due to i l lness etc. . ,  please can you support us
by only keeping your child at home if  i t  is  essential .  These good habits of resi l ience and

perseverance are really important for the students as they move through the school.  

Kind regards,

Mr Parnell

I  can now write to you to express how thri l led I  am with Team 2028’s latest set
of reporting data.  They continue to smash everything in their  path,  and are
showing why they are the best cohort at Deer Park! Al l  students should be

incredibly proud of what they have achieved so far in Year 8,  and I  cannot wait
to see how much more they al l  f lourish in the second part of  the academic
year! I  am sure that al l  of  their  teachers are al l  excited to discuss this with

them in lessons moving forward,  and at our upcoming parents evening next
month.

I  would also appreciate your support with attendance to school.  Consistent
attendance not only supports academic progress but also helps to develop
essential  habits of punctuality,  responsibi l i ty,  and t ime management.  These

habits are crucial  for success in later l i fe,  both in further education and future
careers.  As a school ,  we kindly ask for your continued support in ensuring your

child attends school regularly,  as it  plays a key role in shaping their  future
success.

Kind wishes,

Mrs Wilson
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 YEAR 9

 YEAR 10

With January drawing to a close,  I  feel  i t  is  t imely to reflect on how diff icult  this t ime of
year can be. Many of you wil l  be famil iar with ‘Blue Monday’ ,  which this year fel l  on

January 20th,  and is tagged as the ‘most depressing’ day of the year,  characterised by
sadness,  a lack of motivation and low energy levels fol lowing the festive period.

Although the concept of Blue Monday lacks scientif ic validity,  i t  serves as a t imely
reminder of what we can do to promote our own mental health.  

I  mentioned in assembly about the importance of focusing on our own wellbeing at this
time of year,  and would encourage Year 9 to consider how much time they spend outside

in the fresh air ,  how much time they spend on their  phone, and what t ime they go to
sleep. Al l  of  these factors have a clear impact on mental health,  and in turn have an

impact on their  attendance and how engaged they are in lessons at school.  

F inally,  well  done to al l  of  you continuing to get involved in the l i fe of the school.  The
sports teams continue to impress (specif ic shout out to the badminton team who

demolished Swanmore),  and those of you who take part in the focus groups looking to
improve aspects of school.  Huge congratulations to Isabella D and Mia C,  who achieved

their  Inclusion Badge as part of  the Anti  Bullying Ambassadors group. 

Keep up the great work Year 9,  and enjoy the extra 3 minutes of daylight you wil l  get
each day in February.

Thanks,
Mr Gregory

It ’s been another action-packed fortnight for the Year 10s,  with tr ips to the theatre,
rehearsals for Dance Live and even some mock exams for some of the cohort.  

We took a brief  break from talking about colleges in last week’s assembly,  with
Starl ing bank coming into the hall  to discuss scams and how these can be avoided.

Students were reminded to be extra vigi lant when asked for anything via an app,
especially from unknown sources,  so please reiterate this at home. 

By the t ime you read this,  Year 10 wil l  have been made aware of the prefect team, led
by our recently appointed Head Boy and Girl  and Senior Prefect team. As with the

Head Boy and Girl  applications before Christmas, the students impressed with their
applications,  writ ing maturely and articulately about what they could bring to the
role and their  passion for the school.  I ’m excited for them to get going and make

improvements to the student voice side of Deer Park!

Now that February is just around the corner,  I  hope you all  enjoy the sl ightly brighter
mornings and longer stretch of daylight into the evenings.

Thanks,  
Mr Smith



SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT: ENGLISH
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YR 7 YR 8 

YR 9 YR 10 

I t ’s  been an incredibly busy t ime in the English department (Isn’t  i t  always!?),  but it
brings me great joy to be back from maternity leave and see the amazing things that

are happening within the department.  From trips to the theatre to see An Inspector
Calls with year 10,  to our upcoming author visit  from Ele Fountain for year 7 and all  the

amazing work the team does inbetween. Our vision is that ‘communication is key to our
success’  and you can see this thread throughout al l  of  our schemes and current

curriculum focuses - working with students to give them the tools to be successful
communicators for their  futures.  

Kind regards 
Mrs Walters 

After tackling poetry and re-writ ing the epic
tale of Beowulf ,  Year 7 have launched into the
new year with their  f irst  taste of Shakespeare
at Deer Park! Exploring one of his comedies,
‘The Tempest’ ,  year 7 are already getting to
grips with the language (Thou art a vi l lain!),

the plot and acting out sections from the
infamous Bard! Alongside this,  they are

learning the art of  persuasion through those
DAFOREST techniques we so often see in

adverts,  my favourite of al l ,  the rhetorical
question and direct address used in

Cadbury’s Creme eggs simple and timeless
‘How do you eat yours?’  advert .  Year 7,

Shakespeare may have died long ago, but you
are bringing his stories to l i fe in the classroom

with your enthusiasm and creativity.  Keep it
up! 

Rebell ion is amongst us… Year 8 have begun
their  studies of George Orwell ’s al legorical

tale ‘Animal Farm’.  Just as the animals have
driven out their  master ‘Mr Jones’ ,  in class
we are exploring what would happen if  our

very own Mr Jones was driven out of the
school and the students were in charge of

making up the rules! Students are exploring
the art of  persuasion in speech writ ing,  just
l ike the animals on the farm or the polit ical
f igures in history they represent did.By the

end of the Spring term, they wil l  be voting in
their  own ‘class captain’  who gets to make

some decisions… but wil l  they be true to their
manifesto or,  l ike the pigs in our story,  start

changing some of the rules to make them
more favourable once they are leaders? 

As they embark on their  KS4 journey,  year 9
are tackling their  f irst  GCSE accredited

assessment this half  term - their  Spoken
Language Exam. Each student has picked

their  own topic to form their  opinion,
research and persuade a small  group that
they should come to their  way of thinking.
The learning mentors and teachers have

been so impressed by the maturity of topics
picked by students - from mental health to

footballers wages and from animal testing to
abortion r ights - we can’t  wait  to see them

shine after half  term when they wil l  be
performing and recording them. 

After covering An Inspector Calls and their
poetry anthology in the Autumn term,

January meant it  was t ime to turn our focus
to the language paper which wil l  form part
of their  mock exams. Students have been

looking at the way to answer the questions
and how to craft  a beautiful  piece of

creative writ ing under exam conditions -
vital ,  when it  is  40 marks and half  of  the
paper! Al l  of  this is preparation for their
upcoming mocks which wil l  be on AQA

Language Paper 1  and AQA Literature Paper
2.  Watch their  Google Classroom for revision
guides which wil l  be uploaded soon to help

know what to look at from home! 
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CAREERS INFORMATION

CLICK HERE FOR THE MOST RECENT LABOUR MARKET INFORMATION
BULLETIN (LMI)

A group of Year 10 students recently had the opportunity to explore the excit ing
world of childcare careers through an engaging interactive session! They

discovered a wide range of roles within the industry,  from early years
educators to childcare managers,  and gained valuable insights into what each
job entails.  The session also focused on apprenticeships and technical routes

tailored to student’s next steps,  providing a fantastic pathway into the
childcare sector.  Students had the chance to explore what local colleges offer ,
from courses to dynamic learning environments,  and learn how qualif ications
can open doors to further career progression.  This eye-opening event sparked
curiosity and inspired students to consider apprenticeship opportunit ies as a

rewarding career path in childcare!

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/NCJ4PBOi8UAUmzaF?ref=Link
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https://sway.cloud.microsoft/NCJ4PBOi8UAUmzaF?ref=Link
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CAREERS INFORMATION

CLICK HERE FOR THE MOST RECENT LABOUR MARKET INFORMATION
BULLETIN (LMI)

Huge thanks to al l  our wonderful  guests that supported our annual careers
fair  on Friday 17th January.  I t  was wonderful  to see al l  our students engaged

in conversations,  learning about the variety of different post-16 options
available to them. Thank you also to al l  our parents who supported the

event.  
Congratulations to Aimee S and Aoife M in year 8 for winning the Leaders

prize and a huge thank you to Leaders for this

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/NCJ4PBOi8UAUmzaF?ref=Link
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SAFEGUARDING RESOURCES

We ask al l  parents to remain vigi lant in their  child's
device use.  We are aware of certain Whatsapp groups
whereby students are being added and subsequently

being exposed to inappropriate or indecent material .  Any
student who is found to be using the groups to send such
material  r isk being sanctioned accordingly by the school

as well  as the activity being logged with police.  As
always,  we encourage students to only join/be added to

groups with small  numbers and with people they are
famil iar with.  We would encourage parents to check

Whatsapp privacy settings and ensure that ‘who can add
me to groups’ is set to contacts only to ensure children

cannot be added to any chats by people outside of their
fr iends and family.

There is lots of information to support parents keeping
their  children safe online on our school website and the

NSPCC have put together this advice for parents and
carers.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/2023-01-12-is-whatsapp-safe-for-my-child/
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STUDENTS SEGMENT 
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STUDENTS SEGMENT 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyN9uzPgoLqImJ5C8Z2tAfpqIWmLJ6iKYb3ehZuuvxt0Yvkw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
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STUDENT FOCUS GROUP UPDATE

RIGHTS,  RESPECTING COMMUNITY
FOCUS GROUP

The RRC Focus Group has been working hard at raising the profi le of Children’s
Rights across the whole school.  They have given a presentation to al l  staff

about what it  means to be a Unicef Rights Respecting School ,  and how they feel
we need to act - as a community -   moving forward; we are currently a Bronze
Award School but hoping to attain Si lver prior to the Easter break.  The students

are integral to this process and at the heart of  everything we do. 
They have also given an assembly to every year group and designed two

Education for L i fe sessions within the Tutor Group programme - there have
included interactive sessions that gain insightful  feedback from the student

population.  
They are always keen to welcome new members to the group, and have made it
clear that anyone is able to join the RRC - student voice is an essential  part of

education and Deer Park recognises the perspective this brings.

ECO FOCUS GROUP

Eco Focus group have started work on making our school more
sustainable by working towards our Eco Schools green f lag

accreditation.  Students have focused on three main goals with
actionable steps that wil l  make our school a more environmentally

conscious place. Those goals include addressing single use plastic in
schools and seeing where we can reduce them. Another goal is

building bug hotels and hedgehog houses to encourage wildl i fe.
Finally we are hoping to work alongside the wildl i fe ambassadors and

gardening club to improve the biodiversity by planting wildflower beds
made up of only native species.  

Our Eco Focus group is so passionate and posit ive,  they have as
always been incredible this last term.
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STUDENT FOCUS GROUP UPDATE

DIVERSITY FOCUS GROUP

The Diversity Focus group hosted a raff le and sold some treats to raise
money for Stop Hate UK,  a charity dedicated to working to challenge all

forms of Hate Crime and discrimination,  based on any aspect of an
individual’s identity.

The lucky winners of the raff le were Pandora D (Year 8) and the kitchen
team. Congratulations to the winners!

We managed to raise £65 for the charity to help them to continue to do
invaluable work around the UK,  l ike run workshops and work closely with

vulnerable famil ies.  Well  done team!
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STUDENT FOCUS GROUP UPDATE

DEER PARK TV FOCUS GROUP
Deer Park TV Focus Group has been very busy this year,  and it ’s st i l l  only January!

A group of DPTV students visited the University of Winchester Media Department.    and
attended a talk given by Rob Ferrin (Programme Leader - Fi lm Production,  UoW), on
all  aspects of studying Fi lm Production at the university,  as well  as what working on

real productions is l ike.  The students were then able to look around the facil it ies,
including the podcast studio,  media lab,  sound/lighting equipment,  f i lm sets.  

We are also working with the Formula 24 Crew to document the building of their
amazing racing car.  We can’t  wait  to f i lm the f irst  test run!

In addition,  DPTV were approached by St Luke’s Church in Hedge End to design some
promotional artwork for an upcoming local project - f inal design pictured below. 

Quote from Maddie at St Lukes:

“We absolutely loved seeing all  the designs the students came up with and were so
impressed by their work! It  was a really hard decision to choose which design to use
for Hedge End’s Got Talent,  and in the end we combined elements from each design
we received to create the f inal image. We hope the students are really proud of the

art they created and thank them for all  their hard work!”



Year 9 Drama students recently showcased their  talents with a compell ing
performance of "DNA" by Dennis Kelly.  Having previously studied the play in

English lessons,  students were able to bring their  understanding of the text to
l i fe on stage.

The performance explored important themes of guilt ,  responsibi l i ty,  and peer
pressure,  offering a thought-provoking experience for the audience.

Congratulations to al l  involved on a successful  production!

WWW.DEERPARKSECONDARY.ORG

YEAR 9 SHINE IN "DNA" PERFORMANCE!
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FARADAY COMPETITION

15 year 8 students took part in a Faraday competit ion at Wildern school on the
21st January.  The 3 teams of 5 needed to plan,  design,  build a working prototype

and present their  solution to a design brief  they were given on the day. They
were competing against 3 teams of 6 from Wildern School.

Thomas M, Jacob B,  Isaac D,  Ruby H and Amber C were victorious and won the
trophy!

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY

Deer Park School recently marked
Holocaust Memorial  Day with a

l ive webinar hosted by the
National L iteracy Trust.  Students

were able to take part in a l ive
webinar featuring award-winning
writer ,  Tom Palmer,  author of After

The War in conversation with
Holocaust survivor,  Alfred

Garwood. Alfred shared the story
of his family and childhood, and

discussed the importance of
Holocaust education in the

modern day. 
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LITERACY AT DEER PARK
On the 13th of February,  we have the award-winning author Ele Fountain

coming to visit  Y7.  Ele wil l  be delivering a talk,  a question and answer session
and, for a lucky few, a creative writ ing workshop! 

I f  your child wants to famil iarise themselves with Ele’s work,  here are the
stories she has written so far.  Perhaps you may want to pop one of her books
in your basket next t ime you are at your local bookshop! Her t it les are also in

our lovely l ibrary!

STEM GLIDING TRIP
9 students from years 9 and 10 visited Lasham Airf ield for a GoGliding event.  Students

toured the hangar,  engaged in STEM activit ies,  and got to experience their  gl iding
simulator.  They are also el igible to apply for a £500 gliding scholarship to help get

them into gl iding. They loved the day and all  got involved!
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CHILDRENS MENTAL HEALTH WEEK
3RD-9TH FEBRUARY

Deer Park wil l  be taking part in Children’s Mental Health Week,  February
3rd-9th,  2025. The theme this year is “Know Yourself ,  Grow Yourself”  and the

week wil l  shine a spotl ight on the importance of children and young
people’s mental health.

At Deer Park,  students are encouraged to engage in various activit ies that
support mental health and well-being and an additional t imetable of

activit ies can be seen above. The school promotes reading as a powerful
way to maintain a healthy mind and provides resources and guidance to

students and parents on mental health.

Additionally,  al l  students wil l  be participating in an extended assembly next
week that has been created by Here4You with six of  the UKs leading mental

health charit ies.

We urge al l  students to reach out and talk about their  mental health and
wellbeing.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE 
FIXTURES & RESULTS

#DPSPORTS#DPSPORTS#DPSPORTS

Year 7 boys and junior gir ls have achieved top of the table posit ion fol lowing
this week's results.  A great start to their  league football  at Deer Park.  League

website:  https://southamptonschoolsfa. leaguerepublic.com/index.html

Yr7 Boys - DP 7 - Cantell  2
Jnr Gir ls DP 4 - Hamble 0

Deer Park Junior Gir ls Triumph at Wildern!
A massive congratulations to the Deer Park Junior Gir ls '  football  team for their

fantastic 3-2 victory away at Wildern School!  I t  was a closely fought match,
but the team showed incredible ski l l  and determination to secure the win.  Well

done, gir ls – we’re so proud of you! 

From Miss Andrews

https://southamptonschoolsfa.leaguerepublic.com/index.html
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UPCOMING DATES

TERM DATES FOR THIS
ACADEMIC YEAR CAN BE

FOUND HERE

Polite reminder:  All  meal deals are £3.20 and
served at break 2.  The daily l imit to spend is

£7.50 unless you have asked us to cap this.  Hot
food is also available at break 1 .  I f  you recieve
the FSM allowance of £3.20,  this does not get

reset from break 1  and is to be used across the
day. I f  your child does fal l  into a negative

balance a red sl ip wil l  be issued at the off ice
and a phone call  home wil l  be made to ask to

top up the account.  We can no longer al low
purchases on overdrawn accounts.  many

thanks.  

CAR PARK

For the safety and security of al l  students and staff ,  please be reminded that
the school car park is reserved exclusively for those who hold a valid car park
pass or a Blue Badge .  We kindly request that you do not use the car park for

general drop-offs or collections (Unless you are collecting your child during the
day for an appointment).

To ensure a smooth and safe drop-off  and pick-up process,  please uti l ize the
designated drop-off  points available on Sika Avenue.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in helping us maintain a
secure environment for everyone.

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/
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ABSENCES

Please, where possible, could you contact us before 8.30am if your child is unable to
attend school. Absences can be recorded via Edulink or by e-mailing

absence@deeparksecondary.org. Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100
and select option 1 to report your child absent.

HOLIDAY FORMS

I f  you need to request an authorised absence from school ,  for example
for holidays,  attending family funerals,  etc Parents wil l  now need to

complete an online google form. This should make it  easier for parents
to complete.  The l ink for the form is here.

Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the Library (LRC).  I f
your child(ren) has lost anything, please ask

them to collect anything that belongs to
them. Items wil l  be kept for 3 weeks and then
donated. Please help us to get items back to

your child by clearly labeling items. 
 Thank you.

mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp5yddZcSDrAybsXs37Q7A0na6dygD5VwZmMQmzL0tmY4HHQ/viewform


WWW.DEERPARKSECONDARY.ORG



WWW.DEERPARKSECONDARY.ORG


