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HEADTEACHER’S HELLO 

MEET MRS ENGLISH  
Hello everyone, my name is Mrs English
and I  am so happy to have joined the
Deer Park team as a new Maths teacher.
It  has been wonderful  to see so many
students enjoying the ironic side of my
name, and I 'm already having a great
time getting to know everyone.
I  have a genuine passion to help
students reach their  potential ,  and a
passion for Maths – I  want your children
to look forward to coming to their  lesson
and to feel  confident in their  abil it ies.
Before I  became a teacher,  I  worked at
Southampton Football  Club, based at
their  training ground. Going from
organising people there to teaching in a
classroom is a l i tt le different day-to-
day, but watching children thrive and
grow to love Maths is the very reason I
made the career change.
In my free t ime, I  enjoy watching sports,
baking (unfortunately,  I ’ l l  never make it
to the Bake Off!) ,  going for long walks,
and spending as much time as possible
doing various activit ies with my two
children.
It  has been a fantastic f irst  half  term,
and I  have really enjoyed getting to know
the students,  working alongside new
colleagues,  and immersing myself  into
the school community.

This is our f inal newsletter of the f irst
half  term and I 'm delighted to share

that it 's  been a truly fantastic and
hugely successful  t ime at Deer Park

School.  I t  has been a pleasure getting
to know our new students,  working

alongside new colleagues,  and
immersing myself  into this wonderful
school community.  This newsletter is

ful l  of  the ambition and energy our
students have shown across al l  year

groups; from Year 8 enjoying a
fascinating Cipher Day and a tr ip to

Bletchley Park while immersing
themselves in the world of code-
breaking to our Diversity and RRC

Focus Group enjoying a bri l l iant tr ip
to the Houses of Parl iament.  We have
celebrated huge sporting success as

well  and a particular well  done to
Max in Year 11  for being crowned

county golf  champion and earning
selection for the England U18 team. I

wish everyone a very restful  and
well-deserved half-term break,  and

we look forward to welcoming you all
back refreshed and ready for an

equally successful  Autumn Term 2.

Regards,

Mr Jones
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

Team 2030 are coming to the end of their  very f irst  half  term at Deer Park School ,  and
what a half  term it ’s been!

We've been so impressed with how they've settled in and really started to f ind their
feet.  As a year group, they have truly embodied our values of resi l ience,  ambition,  and

kindness.  I t ’s  been fantastic to see so many of them throwing themselves into
everything Deer Park has to offer ,  from the huge range of extra-curricular activit ies to

applying for student leadership roles.
On that note,  I  want to say a massive well  done to the students who have been selected

to be Head of their  House this year.  This is a huge honour,  and hopefully something
they are al l  very excited about!  Mr.  Mil ler was absolutely blown away by the amazing

quality of al l  the applications he received, so a huge congratulations to everyone who
took the t ime to apply.  I  also have to mention our enormous contribution to the

shoebox appeal.  The response was incredible! A huge thank you to everybody who was
able to support this bri l l iant cause.

We're really looking forward to seeing many of you at our parent/student breakfast this
Friday – it  should be a lovely way to f inish the term.

Beyond that,  on behalf  of  the entire Year 7 tutor team and myself ,  I  want to wish you all
a very restful  and well-deserved half-term break.  They've certainly earned it!  Get ready

for what I 'm sure wil l  be another very busy half  term when we return.
Al l  the best,

Mr Colley

As we approach the end of the f irst  half-term of the school year I  would l ike to thank the
vast majority of students who have made a f lying start to the Year.  Uniform, attendance

and punctuality have al l  been impressive and lessons that I  visit  are calm, purposeful  and
respectful .  

Extra-curricular continues to go from strength to strength and we are a very well-
represented year group in terms of participation and performance. Can I  also thank al l  of
those students who applied for the role of house leader and say a big congratulations to

those who were successful  - it ’s  fabulous to see you getting involved in the running of the
school.  

Cipher Day was a huge success and the tr ip to Bletchley Park enabled students to get a
real-l i fe experience of the content examined on the day.

During the f inal assembly of the half-term, I  rewarded those students who are on either ‘0’
or ‘ 1 ’  behaviour points so far this year.  As I  emphasised to the cohort ,  these students have
maintained consistently high standards since the start of  the year and are an example of

the power of ‘good habits’  inside and outside of the classroom. Well  done to them!

Have a restful  break and thank you for your continued support.  

Mr Parnell
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 YEAR 9

YEAR 10

As we reach the end of a busy and bustl ing f irst  half  term, Miss Andrews and I
would l ike to extend a huge well  done and thank you to al l  our fantastic Year 9

students.
It  has been a busy period packed with new challenges and learning, and we

have been incredibly impressed with their  enthusiasm and posit ivity,  especially
faced with new subjects in their  pathway options.  I t 's  been a genuine pleasure

to see them engaging so well  in their  lessons and demonstrating a growing
maturity as they settle into the year.  

A special  thank you must also go out to al l  our parents and carers for your
invaluable support from home – it  truly makes al l  the difference.

Wishing you all  a very restful  and well-deserved half-term break.  We look
forward to welcoming everyone back,  refreshed for another successful  term!

Best wishes,  
Mrs Nelhams and Miss Andrews 

Another half  term completed, and this one has been particularly busy for Year 10!  

Firstly,  I  wanted to say a massive well  done to the cohort ,  who eclipsed all  other Year
Groups in producing the most amount of shoe boxes across the school.  A special  shout

out must go to Isabella D,  who propelled Mr Denman’s tutor group to the top of the
rankings bringing in 74 items!

The f inal day of this half  term marked the closing date for prefect applications.  A
large number of students have applied,  and I  know the Senior Leadership Team are

looking forward to reading their  letters.  Interviews for the posit ions of Head Boy,  Head
Girl ,  and their  deputies wil l  be taking place after the half  term break.  

Students also received information in assembly this week regarding Work Experience,
which wil l  take place from 13th-17th July.  I  am sure many parents reading this wil l
remember their  own Work Experience week,  please discuss it  with your children at

home! I  would encourage students to start investigating their  placements early on to
avoid disappointment.  

Finally,  with the days getting darker and colder,  please take the t ime to rest up ahead
of another busy half  term. 

Enjoy the break,
Mr Gregory
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 YEAR 11

EVERY ASSEMBLIES AWARD

Congratulations to the students below for this fortnights assembly awards

As the f irst  ½ term of Year 11  draws to a close,  I  wanted to give a big well  done and thank you to
Year 11  for their  efforts so far.  I t ’s  been a good (and busy!) start to the year for Year 11 .

In assemblies this ½ term we have focused on small  wins that students can complete in order to
give themselves a better chance with their  GCSEs.  These have included 1% gains such as a str ict
sleep schedule,  starting small  chunks of revision at this stage and keeping hydrated. Above all

else,  attendance wil l  be the number 1  contributing factor to success with exams, so keeping that
aim of 100% attendance is important.  

I  have been really pleased with the start of  the Prepare to Perform program and the numbers of
students turning up for these each evening. This extra hour at 3pm is giving students a 1% gain

for each session they attend, so a really big well  done to those who have attended multiple
sessions.  

Whilst  i t ’s  important that students use the ½ term break to get some rest,  I  have challenged
them to consider what their  view looks l ike over the break,  and where they want to be in 12

months t ime. Having a clear view of where they want to be wil l  undoubtedly help them to see
what work needs to be done in order to achieve these goals.  

Take care Year 11 ,  and enjoy your well-earned break.  

Mr.  Smith



 

SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT: ENGLISH
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YEAR 7:  CURRENT CURRICULUM

YEAR 8:  CURRENT CURRICULUM YEAR 9:  CURRENT CURRICULUM

I t  has been such a pleasure to welcome
our new year 7s to Deer Park and to see
what they are capable of this half  term!

Our focus has been on ‘Becoming a
Writer’  and students loved the talk from
Ele Fountain,  a local author whose book,

‘FAKE’  they have been reading at the
start of  lessons.  As the half  term has
come to a close,  teachers have loved

seeing how they can apply some of
their  ski l ls of  Show Not Tel l  to their

characters and Pathetic Fallacy to their
settings.  Next half  term, we are so

excited to introduce students to a new
scheme of work,  exploring The Odyssey

and poetry through the form of a
musical and we can’t  wait  to see their

creativity f lourish! .

Year 8s have been exploring an entirely new way of looking at Poetry this half  term- ready for the National ‘Poetry by Heart’  competit ion.  Mrs Lewington and Mrs Walters have been popping into lots of lessons and have really enjoyed seeing students recite their  poems with pride.  This is a great foundation for them to become more confident public speakers as well  as to prepare them for learning poetry quotes for their  GCSEs.  Next half  term, students wil l  be going back to the more tradit ional poetry exploration and looking at the romantics and gothic period - it ’s al l  Lake Distr ict and barren landscapes! Y
our paragraph text

Year 8s have been exploring an entirely
new way of looking at Poetry this half

term- ready for the National ‘Poetry by
Heart’ competition. Mrs Lewington and Mrs

Walters have been popping into lots of
lessons and have really enjoyed seeing

students recite their poems with pride. This
is a great foundation for them to become
more confident public speakers as well as
to prepare them for learning poetry quotes
for their GCSEs. Next half term, students will

be going back to the more traditional
poetry exploration and looking at the

romantics and gothic period - it’s all Lake
District and barren landscapes! 

In year 9 English,  we lay the foundations
for what they need to know for their
GCSEs and content through modern
Literature.  Students seemed to have

really enjoyed the play,  ‘DNA’ by Dennis
Kelly and exploring the dynamics of the

teenage characters as they navigate
problem solving. Their  knowledge from

the Animal Farm scheme in year 8 about
social  hierarchy has been built  on to

explore Machiavell ian leadership which
wil l  assist their  understanding of

Macbeth in year 10.  I ’m really impressed
at the maturity year 9 have applied

themselves to their  f irst  ‘GCSE essay’ on
DNA and am excited to see what they

produce next half  term as they explore
modern protest poetry before their

Spoken Language Component of their
GCSE in the New Year.
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YEAR 11 :    CURRENT CURRICULUMYEAR 10:    CURRENT CURRICULUM
Year 10s have come back and impressed
the English Department and Mr Gregory

no end as they begin their  GCSE text
exploration - Macbeth.  I t  has been such a

pleasure to walk around the classrooms
and see them so engaged in the story -
let alone the amazing students running
up to Mr Theobald recit ing ‘ fair  is foul ,

and foul is fair ’  and other quotes in order
to get them that Gold Value Point!  

After half  term, we are really excited to
be able to offer students a production

and workshop of Macbeth on 1st
December.  This is perfectly t imed for

when they f inish the play and to look at
applying students’  knowledge to an essay

in preparation for their  mocks.  

Keep up the great work,  year 10!  

While year 10 are just starting their  L iterature
journey,  year 11  have just completed all  of  the
content after f inishing reading, ‘A Christmas
Carol ’  this half  term. Far from a ‘humbug’ we

have been proud of how students have taken to
it  and explored the themes, even if  i t  is  a bit
early for Christmas! Over half  term, we are

expecting students to take t ime to learn some of
the quotes we have explored in class ready for a
closed book exam on the f irst  week back.  This is
to prepare them for their  mocks which wil l  be on

Macbeth and A Christmas Carol .  

After half  term, year 11  have only one more
element to learn for their  two GCSEs,  question 2
and 4 of Language Paper 2.  Then it ’s al l  revision

from there on in.  

We have been really pleased with the turnout to
the English Prepare to Perform sessions and wil l
be hosting the next one on ‘The realit ies of war -
Power and Confl ict Anothology’ on the f irst  day

back! We look forward to seeing the students
there! 
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CAREERS INFORMATION

FOR A FULL LIST OF ALL
OPEN EVENTS

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEMJrfzTroyCDTMqLhhiFkGtJiKjPfQd/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEMJrfzTroyCDTMqLhhiFkGtJiKjPfQd/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEMJrfzTroyCDTMqLhhiFkGtJiKjPfQd/view?usp=drive_link
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CAREERS INFORMATION

Join our FREE online Future Doctors Month to gain
valuable insights and hands-on knowledge designed

specif ically for aspir ing healthcare professionals l ike you
from all  over the world.  Across November,  you’l l  take part

in l ive sessions with real doctors,  explore medical
specialt ies,  and develop core ski l ls such as patient

history taking and ethical reasoning.
Future Doctors Month is a completely free,  month-long
online event designed to inspire and prepare the next

generation of doctors.  Throughout November,  you’l l  join
l ive sessions with real doctors,  explore different areas of
medicine,  and complete a knowledge test at the end to
earn your off icial  Certif icate of Completion – perfect for

boosting your medical school applications.
3rd – 30th November 2025

Open to students worldwide
For ages 14–18

Limited to 2,000 spaces
Sessions are del ivered l ive on Zoom & recorded for on-

demand viewing whenever suits you best
Click here to book

https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/course/future-doctors-month-november-2025-live-free-and-online
https://www.premedprojects.co.uk/course/future-doctors-month-november-2025-live-free-and-online
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CAREERS INFORMATION
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CAREERS INFORMATION

GUIDE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS OF YOUNG PEOPLE WITH SEND IN
HAMPSHIRE:  PLANNING FOR POST-16 OPTIONS FROM YEAR 9 ONWARDS

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mx9XI5m7EaKuhPFfHNdGGcfQNIrUmCA9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mx9XI5m7EaKuhPFfHNdGGcfQNIrUmCA9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mx9XI5m7EaKuhPFfHNdGGcfQNIrUmCA9/view?usp=sharing
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STEM UPDATE

This half  term, STEM club has explored extreme weather through
a series of excit ing projects.  Students made their  own tornadoes

in a beaker,  visually demonstrating the powerful  forces with
different kinds of debris.  They also put their  engineering ski l ls to

the test - designing earthquake-resistant spaghetti  houses,
which were then thoroughly tested to see if  they could

withstand the tremors.  STEM club also created model geysers,
using simple chemical reactions to understand geothermal

energy and pressure.  I t  has been a dynamic half  term,
demonstrating how STEM principles can be applied to real-

world phenomena.

I t  was lovely to see you during our Parent Support Programme for Languages and
really nice to meet you al l .  Me and Miss Baron were excited to talk to you about

what languages look l ike here at Deer Park and how you can support your child at
home. 

I f  you were not able to attend the meeting,  please use this l ink to access the
presentation:  

PSP - LOVE LANGUAGES

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11eWWirf0hl1wdrL-sq233FV0imje88n5/view?usp=sharing


 Article 34:  Protection From Sexual Abuse.

This week,  we are exploring Article 34,  which states that every
chi ld has the r ight to be protected from sexual  exploitation and

abuse.  This r ight applies to every chi ld,  everywhere.
But what does this truly mean? Imagine a world where chi ldren

feel  safe,  supported,  and empowered to speak out.  Where adults
take responsibi l ity for creating environments that protect

chi ldren from harm - onl ine,  in schools,  in communities,  and
beyond.

DEER  PARK RRC -  
THOUGHT  

FOR THE WEEK

So, whether you’re a child or an adult, let’s commit to
building a culture of safety and respect. Let’s encourage
open conversations, educate ourselves and others, and
ensure that every child knows they have the right to be
protected - and the power to seek help when they need

it.

Our London trip!
Our tr ip to the Houses of Parl iament was an incredible experience, offering a unique insight into
the heart of  UK democracy. We went because we are part of  the Diversity and RRC Focus Group

and we wanted to see the diversity and development of the uk and the plans for our future
across the country.

We started our tour in Westminster Hall ,  a space steeped in centuries of history,  where Guy  
Fawkes was tr ied and monarchs have laid in state.  I t  was a fascinating start to our day.

We walked through some of the corridors,  taking in the statues of former prime ministers and
signif icant historical f igures.  

One of our f irst  major stops was the House of Lords.  The atmosphere was formal yet engaging, it
developed our understanding of the debates and the respectfulness of the parties.

 
Next,  we went to   the Parl iamentary Archives.  This was a true highlight for us as the architecture
was so inspir ing.  Our meeting with Paul Holmes explained what is inside the archives and what

knowledge it  holds.  Our tour guide was incredibly knowledgeable and brought the stories behind
parl iament to l i fe,  tel l ing us the polit ical system and development .  

After lunch, we participated in an educational workshop. This session was focused on how young
people can effectively communicate their  concerns and points of view to their  elected

representatives.  I t  was an empowering workshop, teaching us about different campaigning
strategies,  the importance of clear communication,  and how to effectively write to our MPs. ,

which was a lot of  fun.  We learned that our voices really do matter and even from a young age
our opinions are important.  

The absolute highlight of the day was meeting Paul Holmes, our local MP. He took t ime out of his
incredibly busy schedule to speak with our group, and it  was an invaluable opportunity to ask

questions and gain an insider 's perspective on the l i fe of a Member of Parl iament.  He spoke
passionately about his work,  the challenges of representing a constituency,  and the importance

of engaging with young people.  We asked him about the biggest challenges facing young people
today, and his thoughtful  response made us feel  truly l istened to.  I t  was inspir ing to hear directly

from someone who is actively involved in shaping the future of the local area.

After our tr ip to parl iament,  we went on the London Eye.  This was an incredible experience as we
got to see the landscape and architecture of London from up high. It  was fun looking at al l  the

famous buildings that look much bigger on the ground than up high.

Overall ,  the tr ip to Parl iament and going to the London Eye was an unforgettable experience and
we'd love to go there again.
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP

END OF HALF TERM HOUSE
CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS



Numercy updates

 

For Key Stage 3 (Years 7 & 8)
At this stage, the goal is to build an intuit ive sense of the relationship between
common time units and master basic conversions (e.g. ,  minutes to hours).
The Chronometer Challenge (Seconds & Minutes)
Find a TV schedule,  a sports stopwatch, or a train t imetable.  Challenge your child to
convert the total  duration of an event from minutes to hours and vice versa.
Challenge: The total  running t ime of a movie is 165 minutes.  How long is that in
hours and minutes?
(Hint:  1  hour = 60 minutes).
Discussion: Why do we often use 24-hour t ime (e.g. ,  18:30) for t imetables but 12-
hour t ime (e.g.  6:30 pm) for daily conversation?
⭐  Family Challenge: The Holiday Planner
A f l ight t ime is l isted as 8.5 hours.  I f  the f l ight departs at 11 :45 am, what t ime wil l  i t
land? (Don't  worry about t ime zones yet!)
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🕰️  Maths at Home: Tackling Time! 📅
Continuing our focus on measures,  this week we’re talking about  t ime .  Unlike
length or mass,  t ime units are not based on powers of ten; we convert using

factors l ike 60 (seconds to minutes) and 24 (hours to days).  Understanding these
irregular conversions is a practical ski l l  that connects maths to scheduling,  travel ,

history,  and science.
Helping your child navigate units l ike seconds,  minutes,  hours,  and days  shows

them how flexible maths is and prepares them for real-world logistical
challenges.  Below are simple,  practical ideas to help them become "bi l ingual"  in

time measurement at home.

For Key Stage 4 (Years 9,  10 & 11)
As students prepare for their  GCSEs,  they can apply their  knowledge to more complex,
multi-step problems involving rates,  and conversions across different magnitudes
(e.g. ,  seconds to days).
The Rate Converter Detective (Time & Speed)
Many scientif ic and practical problems involve converting a rate where t ime is a key
component,  such as speed or f low rate.
Challenge: A water tap is dripping at a rate of 120 mil l i l i tres per hour.  I f  the tap drips
continuously for 5 ful l  days,  how many l itres of water wil l  be wasted?
(Hint:  1  L= 1000 ml.  Convert days to hours f irst).  This highlights the need for consistent
units across a calculation.
⭐  Family Challenge: The Marathon Pace
A runner completes a marathon (42.2 km) in a t ime of 3 hours,  50 minutes,  and 15
seconds. What was the runner’s average speed in metres per second?
(Hint:  Convert the total  distance to metres and the total t ime to seconds before
calculating speed).
We hope these ideas help you demonstrate that t ime conversion isn't  just a classroom
exercise—it 's the fundamental way we organise our l ives and solve real-world logistical
problems!



Literacy Update

Literacy in Tutor Time: A Word a Week

This term, our focus has been on expanding 
vocabulary and developing a shared language 
across the school.  Our Word of the Week init iative in tutor t ime is an
easy way for students to learn new words and integrate them into their
everyday language. Our most recent word was conduct.  

For something a l i tt le different,  our Weird and Wonderful  Word of the
week was matutolypea ,  which is an obscure English dialect word that
means "extreme grumpiness in the morning."  

The Big Questions

Over the past few weeks,  students have also had the opportunity to
explore some big questions and fascinating topics.  These discussions
are designed to broaden students'  knowledge and crit ical thinking ski l ls .
We've delved into:
Hot topics from around the world; Sober October
Influential  People; Matthew Perry
This week in history;  The Cuban Missi le Crisis
Have you ever wondered; Why do trees lose their  leaves in Autumn?

These short explorations in tutor t ime help students build their  cultural
capital  and become more engaged and informed cit izens.  We look
forward to more excit ing discussions in the coming weeks!

Vocabulary Updates

Please remember to check the key vocabulary we're using in our classes this
half  term. Research shows a strong l ink between a student 's vocabulary
knowledge and their  academic success.  By helping your child learn and use
these words,  you can make a big difference in their  learning journey and
consolidate their  learning from school.

 Year 7 

 Year 8 

 Year 9 

Year 10 

Year 11 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hLNxbRnjLurpGDwEp9gXqvHVYUwKxtke/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hLNxbRnjLurpGDwEp9gXqvHVYUwKxtke/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hLNxbRnjLurpGDwEp9gXqvHVYUwKxtke/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pUdgC6_cZMWhSA2lCHbntEgHZsCiOUes/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pUdgC6_cZMWhSA2lCHbntEgHZsCiOUes/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pUdgC6_cZMWhSA2lCHbntEgHZsCiOUes/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pUdgC6_cZMWhSA2lCHbntEgHZsCiOUes/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pUdgC6_cZMWhSA2lCHbntEgHZsCiOUes/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pUdgC6_cZMWhSA2lCHbntEgHZsCiOUes/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tvLdWyENfd5rAfWWzgz-r3zLFdtL0vVJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tvLdWyENfd5rAfWWzgz-r3zLFdtL0vVJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ByDnNkcaysPQAzgYvw9d7ozmUGIuCULB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ByDnNkcaysPQAzgYvw9d7ozmUGIuCULB/view?usp=sharing


GCSE PE 
Quick f ire questions to support your child’s

learning 
Year 9  - Name three muscles and three connecting

bones?
Year 10 - Name three types of coaching guidance?
Year 11  - which lever has a mechanical advantage?

Go for gold - what is the difference between an
artery and a vein?

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE 
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Please prepare students with extra layers of clothing for after half  term. Base
layers are encouraged.

Fixtures
County champion alert!  Congratulations Max B (Yr 11) who was crowned
county champion at Hockley golf  club on Monday 13th October.  Max hit  one
under par 70 to win the gross score and bring home a county trophy, the f irst
ever golf ing trophy in Deer Park history .  Furthermore a huge congratulations
and good luck fol lowing your England U18 golf  selection.  We wish you best of
success in upcoming events.  

House Rugby: Well  done all  those who took part in our f irst  House sporting
event.
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SAFEGUARDING RESOURCES

Fearless is part of  the charity Crimestoppers,  providing a platform for young
people to speak up about crime 100% anonymously.  I f  you have information

about a crime and want to keep your fr iends,  family and community safe,  then
speak to Fearless 24/7,  365 days a year.They wil l  never ask for personal details
and you wil l  not have to talk to the police.  Visit  fearless.org or call  0800555111 .  
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YEAR 9 FOOD TECH &YEAR 9 FOOD TECH &
GARDENING CLUB- FROMGARDENING CLUB- FROM
THE GARDEN PATCH TOTHE GARDEN PATCH TO

THE PLATE! THE PLATE! 🥬🥬

YEAR 9 FOOD TECH &
GARDENING CLUB- FROM
THE GARDEN PATCH TO
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Our green-fingered Gardening Club has had a fantastic half term!

They've successfully grown a wonderful crop of cabbages, peppers,
and tomatoes. This homegrown harvest was recently picked and

used by Year 9 students in their Food Tech lesson to create delicious,
fresh spring rolls. Well done to everyone involved!
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This term the Deer Park Eco Focus Group is str iving to
encourage our community to reduce the amount of food waste
produced each year.  The primary focus of this is to promote
the many different uses of a pumpkin,  hoping to raise
awareness.    2.2 MILLION pumpkins are wasted each year after
the spooky season is over.  That’s around 18,000 tonnes of
pumpkins thrown away, a huge amount of food waste.  I t  can
also be toxic to wild animals i f  left  to decompose in the wild.
Pumpkins are organic matter,  and when they decompose in
landfi l ls without proper oxygen, they release methane gas
which has 20 t imes the warming effect of carbon dioxide.
Sadly,  this happens every year.  Project Halloween bake off  is a
creative way of showing people that pumpkins can be used
and enjoyed in more ways than one!   Pumpkins can make
delicious meals,  and so Eco Focus Group has teamed up with
the Food Tech department to create some delicious pumpkin
recipes for you to try,  to reduce food waste this Halloween!

By Florence, Layla,  Holl ie and Danny 

Eco Focus Group-
Reducing food waste

at Halloween
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Year 8 took part in Deer Park's annual Cipher Day on October 15th.
Students spent the day in their  Houses,  where they l istened to Mr Smith

and Miss Outhwaite explain the importance of code breaking at Bletchley
Park,  and how the Enigma machine was cracked. They were then taught a

variety of different ciphers,  including the Pigpen Cipher,  Caesar Cipher,
and Dancing Man Cipher.  Students were then informed that their  new

mascot had been kidnapped, and they needed to use their  newfound code
breaking ski l ls to solve the crime! Year 8 came together at the end of the

day to present their  work on codes.  A fantastic day al l  round! 
          

Cipher Day
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UNIFORM: 
We believe that being in the correct uniform helps students get into the r ight mindset

for learning. We ask for your support in ensuring that your child meets the school 's
high standards.

I f  a student is wearing incorrect uniform, they wil l  be given a mark on their  uniform
tracker and wil l  be expected to correct it  by the next school day. Repeated uniform

breaches wil l  be considered persistent defiance and may result  in a meeting with the
Head of Year to discuss a solution.
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UPCOMING DATES

TERM DATES FOR THIS
ACADEMIC YEAR CAN BE

FOUND HERE

Polite reminder:  All  meal deals are £3.40 and
served at break 2.  The daily l imit to spend is

£7.50 unless you have asked us to cap this.  Hot
food is also available at break 1 .  I f  you receive
the FSM allowance of £3.40,  this does not get

reset from break 1  and is to be used across the
day. I f  your child does fal l  into a negative

balance a red sl ip wil l  be issued at the off ice
and a phone call  home wil l  be made to ask to

top up the account.  We can no longer al low
purchases on overdrawn accounts.  

Many thanks.  

CAR PARK

For the safety and security of al l  students and staff ,  please be reminded that
the school car park is reserved exclusively for those who hold a valid car park
pass or a Blue Badge .  We kindly request that you do not use the car park for

general drop-offs or collections (Unless you are collecting your child during the
day for an appointment).

To ensure a smooth and safe drop-off  and pick-up process,  please uti l ise the
designated drop-off  points available on Sika Avenue.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in helping us maintain a
secure environment for everyone.

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/
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ABSENCES

Please, where possible, could you contact us before 8.30am if your child is unable to
attend school. Absences can be recorded via Edulink or by e-mailing

absence@deeparksecondary.org. Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100
and select option 1 to report your child absent.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FORMS

I f  you need to request an absence from school ,  for exceptional
circumstances such as attending family funerals,  etc.  Parents wil l

need to complete an online Google form. The l ink for the form is here.

Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the Library (LRC).  I f
your child(ren) has lost anything, please ask

them to collect anything that belongs to
them. Items wil l  be kept for 3 weeks and then
donated. Please help us to get items back to

your child by clearly labeling items. 
 Thank you.

mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp5yddZcSDrAybsXs37Q7A0na6dygD5VwZmMQmzL0tmY4HHQ/viewform
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