
Dear Parents,

It  has been a really posit ive two
weeks since the start of  the summer
term, and I  have been so pleased to
see the energy and enthusiasm with
which our students have returned to
their  studies and extra-curricular
clubs.  So many achievements have
happened already - it  never ceases
to amaze me how much the students
push themselves to excel .  

I  hope you all  enjoy the long weekend
and that the weather holds out long
enough for us al l  to enjoy the
sunshine! 

Kind regards,
Mr Jones
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HEADTEACHERS HELLO 

I ’m Miss Newman and I ’m so excited to
be joining the amazing team here at
Deer Park as your new First Aid lead.

I ’m really looking forward to
supporting both students and staff—
and being a fr iendly face around the

school.

Before coming to Deer Park,  I  worked
in another school handling Welfare

and Reception,  so being part of  a
school community is something I ’ve

always loved.

Outside of school you’l l  usually f ind
me enjoying nature - walking,

exploring,  or just soaking up some
peaceful vibes in our beautiful  parks.

I ’m a foodie and love a good food
chat.  I f  you’re ever stuck for someone
to swap dinner ideas with or debate

the best snacks—come find me!

I  can’t  wait  to meet you all  and get
stuck in,  do say hello when you see me

around the school.

MEET MISS NEWMAN
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

Welcome back after a sunny and restful  Easter break.  Hopefully you were able
to relax and enjoy some time together as a family.  

This half-term is the shortest of the academic year but promises to be an
eventful  one. Thank you to those parents that attended Parents Evening

meetings last night.  Year 7 exams start on the week beginning 5th May. These
exams are an opportunity to gauge the progress that has been made and,

whilst  we want the students to take them seriously,  we certainly don’t  want
them to become overly stressed or anxious.  

The most recent assembly looked at resi l ience and used the example of golfer
Rory Mcllroy and his recent win in the Masters tournament; hopefully our

cohort can take some inspiration from this great achievement.  

On the topic of great achievements,  I  am pleased to say that our boys’  football
team won their  Southampton Schools’  semi-final last week by a convincing 6-
0 scorel ine.  The performance was outstanding from all  players and watching

them play was the highlight of my working week! Special  thanks to those
members of the squad who came along and ran the l ine.  Good luck in the f inal

boys.  

Kind regards,
Mr Parnell

Welcome back,  Year 8! I  hope you all  had a wonderful  Easter break and are
feeling refreshed and ready for the f inal term. It  was great seeing you in

assembly where we looked at Rory McIlroy's resi l ience – a key trait  for this f inal
term. We also focused on mental well-being as we head towards exams. These

exams are an opportunity to gauge the progress that has been made and,
whilst  we want the students to take them seriously,  we certainly don’t  want

them to become overly stressed or anxious.  

I t 's  been fantastic seeing you all  engaged in lessons this week,  from creating
lights in DT to excit ing cricket and athletics in PE,  and tackling percentages,

decimals,  and fractions in Maths.  Keep up the hard work.
This half  term is your chance to shine.  Remember the resi l ience we discussed,

look after yourselves,  and let 's make it  a successful  summer term!

Many thanks,  
Mr Colley 
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 YEAR 9

YEAR 10

A warm welcome back to you all  after a sunny Easter break.

In assembly this week,  Year 9 looked at the importance of resi l ience. We looked
at the journey of golfer Rory Mcilroy,  fresh off  the back of his win in the Masters

giving him a Career Grand Slam. In particular,  the diff icult ies he faced in 2011
when he lost a 4 shot lead on the f inal day. The abil ity to bounce back from

adversity,  much l ike Rory did,  learn from our mistakes,  and keep moving
forward is an essential  ski l l  for our young people to gain.  For some, the results

from their  recent exams may be challenging, and an opportunity for those
individuals to develop that resi l ience in their  remaining t ime at Deer Park.  

As ever,  I f  you feel  your son/daughter requires any support over the next few
weeks,  please do not hesitate to contact their  tutor,  who wil l  be happy to help.

Al l  the best,
Mr Gregory

Welcome back to al l  of  Year 10 after the Easter break; we’re now on the home
stretch term for Year 10.  The f irst  ½ term of the Summer term is a very short

one, but there is st i l l  so much going on over the next few weeks for the cohort.

It ’s  been a frantic start to the Summer term for Year 10,  with al l  students now a
week into their  practice exam timetable.  Whilst  this might be a stressful  period

for some of the cohort ,  we recently spoke about resi l ience in assembly,  and
working through times that we f ind more challenging. In l ight of the remaining
exams during this period,  I ’d l ike to encourage Year 10 students to look back at

my previous email  regarding revision strategies and tips in order to give
themselves the best chance of success with the remaining exams. 

I  look forward to seeing how the rest of the exam season pans out for the year
group, and then what the rest of the Summer term has in store for us!

Thanks,  
Mr Smith



 

 

SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT: 
EDUCATION FOR LIFE
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YR 7- BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS YR 8 - IDENTITY & RELATIONSHIPS 

YR 9 - INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS YR 10 - HUMAN RIGHTS

This half  term we are focussing on our Relationships theme and building upon
the learning that has previously taken place l inked to this.  The programme

consists of Education for l i fe lessons,  tutor sessions and assemblies.  Please see
below for a brief  outl ine of what each year group wil l  be studying this half  term:

In this unit  students wil l  be exploring how to
build and maintain fr iendships,  manage
unwanted relationships/behaviours and

promote differences.  Focusing on championing
differences and embracing them to build

connections and fr iendships.  We wil l  explore
what healthy relationships look l ike and the
qualit ies good fr iends/partners have. Within

this unit ,  we also look at inappropriate
behaviours and language both in face to

situations and online and what the law says
about these.  We equip students with

techniques and ski l ls to deal with peer
pressure and signpost where they can get

further help i f  required. We also look at the
value and importance of celebrating

differences and allow students the chance to
explore their  ‘ true self ie’

This unit  explores some of the key
terminology l inked to sexuality and

gender identity.  I t  reminds students that
at Deer Park,  as a r ights respecting

school,  inappropriate comments related
to these wil l  not be tolerated and allows
students an opportunity to understand
why. We also look at consent and what
this means in practice with a focus on

dealing with some of the pressures
young people face including online.  The

unit  also begins a small  part of  the
statutory Relationships and Sex
Education (RSE) framework by
introducing students to what

contraception is.

This unit  is aimed to equip students with the
knowledge and ski l ls they need in order to

make healthy and safe choices regarding sex
and relationships and is a part of  the

statutory Relationships and Sex Education
(RSE) framework.    Students wil l  explore how

sex is portrayed in the media and   issues
relating to body image, sexting and

pornography.   They wil l  study the meaning of
consent in detail  including the r ight to

withdraw consent,  the law and how to avoid
assumptions relating to consent.    They wil l
also gain knowledge and understanding of
different types of contraception along with

any posit ives and negatives of each.   F inally,
they wil l  explore STIs,  how to protect

themselves and how to get tested.

Year 10 wil l  explore what human rights
are and why they exist .  Throughout the
unit  they wil l  focus in depth on certain

rights from the United Rights Convention
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

including the r ight to no discrimination
(Article 2 of the UNCRC) the r ight to

freedom of thought and rel igion (Article
14 in the UNCRC) and the r ight to access

information (Article 17 in the UNCRC)
They wil l  explore the importance of

diversity,  the r isks of extremism and
radicalisation and they wil l  also look at

case studies of upstanders in society
who have fought for and protected

human rights.  
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This week the gardening club and Eco Focus Group came together to create our
f irst  f lower bed to increase the biodiversity on the school 's site.  The students

worked hard to dig out the bed before adding a layer of compost.  They selected
the plants based on which f lowers bees are known to benefit  from and we then
careful ly planted them. We sprinkled wildflower seeds on the bare areas of soi l

and created hanging baskets with the leftover plants.  This is just the beginning of
our garden, but we’re really proud of how the f irst  stage turned out!

Thank you to al l  the lovely students involved, we couldn’t  have done it  without
you.

Miss Emmett & Mrs Hoiles

GARDENING CLUB & ECO FOCUS GROUP
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Changes to School Menu for VE Day 
Thursday 8th May will change to:

Fish,Chips with Mushy peas and Curry Sauce
or

Pork or Veggie Sausages with Mashed potato,
Vegetables, Gravy and Yorkshire Pudding .

Friday 9th May will change to:

Chicken Tikka/ Veggie Curry or Chicken Nachos  

DONATION PLEA FOR KIJITO UPELE SCHOOL,  ZANZIBAR 

As some of you may know, a group of our students and staff  are heading out to
Zanzibar in July to volunteer at a school.  While out there staff  and students are

helping renovate classrooms, run sports and dance classes as well  as take on some
teaching themselves.The school we’re heading to is called Ki j i to Upele school.  I t  is  a

government-run school which provides a free education to around 5,731 students
between the ages of four and 17!  I t  is  one of the biggest schools on the island.
Although Ki j i to Upele is run by the government,  i t  is  severely underfunded and

overcrowded.

Ki j i to Upele School has 35 classrooms, with class sizes averaging 100 students.  Often,
there is just one teacher per classroom. As there are not enough desks and chairs for

everyone, the children have to sit  on the f loor.  Overcrowding at Ki j i to is so serious that
the school has two sitt ings,  with half  of  i ts students attending in the morning and the
other half  attending in the afternoon – thereby l iterally halving the children’s access

to education.

We wil l  be taking over bags of donated
items with us for the students at the

school.  I f  you would l ike to help us with
the donations to take over to the

school ,  they are in need of stationary,
sanitary products and sports

equipment.  I tems can be dropped off  at
reception (Where possible new items no

second hand clothes etc,  i f  you’re
unsure send Miss Emmett an email) .



ORGANISATION OPEN EVENT
DATES* APPLICATION DEADLINE

Richard Taunton 6th Form
College www.tauntons.ac.uk

11th June 2025 No fixed deadline(advised to apply early)

PETA Apprenticeships
www.peta.co.uk

- Click here for current vacancies

Paragon Skills Apprenticeships 
www.paragonskills.co.uk

- Click here for current vacancies

Steve Willis Training
Apprenticeships
www.stevewillis.com   

- Click here for current vacancies

Apprenticeships
www.apprenticeships.gov.uk

- Click here for current vacancies
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CAREERS INFORMATION

*  P L E A S E  R E F E R  T O  I N D I V I D U A L  P R O V I D E R  W E B S I T E S  F O R  D E T A I L S  O F  H O W
T O  B O O K  Y O U R  A T T E N D A N C E  A N D  C H E C K  T H E  E V E N T S  A R E  S T I L L  T A K I N G

P L A C E  O N  T H E  A D V E R T I S E D  D A T E S .

OPEN  EVENTS

http://www.tauntons.ac.uk/
http://www.peta.co.uk/
https://careers.peta.co.uk/
http://www.paragonskills.co.uk/
https://paragonskills.co.uk/information/apprentices/apprenticeship-vacancies/
http://www.stevewillis.com/
https://stevewillis.com/apprenticeships/
http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-apprenticeships
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CAREERS INFORMATION
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CAREERS INFORMATION
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From Tuesday 6th May the school canteen wil l  be open from 8am  EVERY DAY
serving a selection of breakfast items. The prices and selection can be seen
below. A ful l  English breakfast wil l  continue to be available every Friday and

we would love to see as many students enjoying breakfast with us
throughout the week. This wil l  be available to al l  students with payment
taken through the usual ParentPay account.  Please ensure your child’s

account is kept topped up and be mindful their  l imit is £7.50 per day
(unless you’ve capped your account below this amount) so they wil l  need

to leave themselves enough to be able to buy food throughout the day.  

BREAKFAST
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SUSTRANS

Dear Parents / Carers,

Our Sustrans Schools off icer,  John, has asked us to share the fol lowing with
us:

Would you be wil l ing to share your views on walking,  cycling or wheeling
locally to help influence changes for the better?

Sustainable transport charity,  Sustrans,  is call ing for stories about walking,
wheeling and cycling from people aged 16+ from Southampton, Eastleigh,

Totton and Hedge End.

The Walking and Cycling Index supports leaders of cit ies and towns to
understand and improve walking,  wheeling and cycling across the UK and
Ireland. The Index provides high-quality evidence to help ensure walking,

wheeling and cycling are attractive and accessible for everyone.

Please help Sustrans bring the Index to l i fe by sharing your story here.

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS!

 To mark the 80th anniversary of VE day we wil l  be holding a variety of
activit ies here at Deer Park including ration baking, learning about the

importance of VE day and a celebratory scone & tea with residents from
Snowdrops Care Home.

Look out for the next edit ion of the newsletter to see al l  that fantastic things
that are due to take place!

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/the-walking-and-cycling-index/
https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/sustrans/share-your-story-in-the-new-walking-and-cycling-index-2025-1
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE 
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Welcome back al l  to summer term! Please remember to check weather
forecasts ahead of PE days to ensure children have suff icient warm layers
for cooler days,  drinks bottles and have applied sun cream in the morning

as the weather warms up. This week classes have been applying their
knowledge and ski l ls to sustain their  running pace over longer distances

and beginning to look at techniques to support outcomes when f ielding in
striking games (cricket).  

FIXTURES

Year 7 football  semi f inal v Ringwood

Huge congratulations to the
Year 7 Boys Football  team for

their  epic 6-0 win against
Ringwood in the semi f inal of

the Southampton Cup! We
can’t  wait  to head to the f inal .

Special  mention to Player of
the Game - Alf ie R.  

CLUBS
Our extra curricular summer sports are now available via Edulink to book.  These

include cricket,  athletics and rounders as well  as the continuation of f lag
football ,  an alternative invasion game, with a mix of tag rugby and American

football .  See below days;



Report Remove is there to help young people under 18 in
the UK to confidential ly report sexual images and
videos of themselves and remove them from the

internet.

It ’s  against the law for anyone to share a sexual image
or video of someone who’s under 18,  Childl ine is working

with the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) and Yoti  to
help remove any sexual image or video that’s online.  

Report Remove is safe,  easy and free – For more
information on how to use the Report Remove tool visit :

 https://www.childl ine.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-
abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/ 
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SAFEGUARDING RESOURCES

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/
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FASHION SHOW - THANK YOU!

A huge thank you to everyone that attended and supported our f irst  ever Deer
Park fashion show before the Easter break.  We are pleased to let you know that

the Fashion Show raised a total  of  £630, which includes the proceeds from ticket
sales,  raff le t ickets,  and tote bag sales.

Thank you for your kind and generous donations.
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UPCOMING DATES

TERM DATES FOR THIS
ACADEMIC YEAR CAN BE

FOUND HERE

Polite reminder:  All  meal deals are £3.20 and
served at break 2.  The daily l imit to spend is

£7.50 unless you have asked us to cap this.  Hot
food is also available at break 1 .  I f  you recieve
the FSM allowance of £3.20,  this does not get

reset from break 1  and is to be used across the
day. I f  your child does fal l  into a negative

balance a red sl ip wil l  be issued at the off ice
and a phone call  home wil l  be made to ask to

top up the account.  We can no longer al low
purchases on overdrawn accounts.  many

thanks.  

CAR PARK

For the safety and security of al l  students and staff ,  please be reminded that
the school car park is reserved exclusively for those who hold a valid car park
pass or a Blue Badge .  We kindly request that you do not use the car park for

general drop-offs or collections (Unless you are collecting your child during the
day for an appointment).

To ensure a smooth and safe drop-off  and pick-up process,  please uti l ize the
designated drop-off  points available on Sika Avenue.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in helping us maintain a
secure environment for everyone.

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/
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ABSENCES

Please, where possible, could you contact us before 8.30am if your child is unable to
attend school. Absences can be recorded via Edulink or by e-mailing

absence@deeparksecondary.org. Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100
and select option 1 to report your child absent.

HOLIDAY FORMS

I f  you need to request an authorised absence from school ,  for example
for holidays,  attending family funerals,  etc Parents wil l  now need to

complete an online google form. This should make it  easier for parents
to complete.  The l ink for the form is here.

Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the Library (LRC).  I f
your child(ren) has lost anything, please ask

them to collect anything that belongs to
them. Items wil l  be kept for 3 weeks and then
donated. Please help us to get items back to

your child by clearly labeling items. 
 Thank you.

mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp5yddZcSDrAybsXs37Q7A0na6dygD5VwZmMQmzL0tmY4HHQ/viewform
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