
ISSUE 13FRIDAY 4TH APRIL 2025

WWW.DEERPARKSECONDARY.ORG

GCSE FASHION SHOW!
HEADTEACHERS HELLO 

Last night we were thri l led to host our
f irst  ever GCSE Fashion Show. This event

was a celebration of our talented Year 9s
creativity and hard work,  showcasing the

incredible designs they have created.

The fashion show was also supported by
our fantastic L itton Lane Foundation who

hosted a raff le and sold refreshments
throughout the night.  Thank you to
everyone who attended and a huge

congratulations to al l  of  the students
involved.

Dear Students and Parents,

As the spring term draws to a close,
I  want to take this opportunity to

wish you all  a very happy and restful
Easter break.  I  hope this t ime

provides a wonderful  chance to
relax,  recharge, and spend quality

time with family and fr iends.  We
have had a busy and productive

term so you definitely deserve the
break!

We look forward to welcoming
everyone back refreshed and ready
for the f inal stretch of the academic

year on Wednesday 23rd Apri l .
Unti l  then,  enjoy the rest.

 
Regards,
Mr Jones

To video on our Socials

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1AMeRZJYMT/
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

I t  really is incredible that we are at the end of the spring term and that we are over
⅔  of  the way through the school year.  I  am saying this both as a Head of Year and

also a parent of a child in Year 7 - t ime really has f lown by!

I  am sure that you have seen the growth in your own child these last few months and
sincerely hope that you have been happy with their  transit ion into secondary school.
I  am certainly happy with how the group have taken to l i fe at Deer Park and feel  very

proud to be their  Head of Year.  

Looking ahead, the summer term promises to be ful l  of  fun and adventure (and hard
work of course!).  Particular highlights wil l  be the end of year reward tr ip and also

Sports Day; it  is  always nice to see the students in different environments and
representing their  house / school in the best way possible.  

Speaking of rewards,  the most recent assemblies saw students being celebrated in
the categories of Community,  Ambition and Excellence. These are the three pi l lars

that wil l  underpin our rewards system from Easter onwards.  We also recognised
students with excellent attendance and E-ref totals.  

Have a safe and relaxing break and I  look forward to the f inal term of Year 7 after
Easter!

Regards,

Mr Parnell

Year 8 have had a fantastic term! I  am incredibly proud of their  hard work
and dedication across al l  their  subjects.  The Pathways process has been a

signif icant focus,  and I  have been impressed with how thoughtful ly
students and famil ies have engaged with making these important

decisions.  To top it  off ,  the recent celebration assembly was a wonderful
way to recognise achievements and posit ive contributions of the

students. .  Well  done, Year 8! Keep up the amazing effort  and have a
fantastic break

Mr Colley
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 YEAR 9

YEAR 10

A massive well  done to Year 9.  Their  att itude and conduct during the Year 9
exams week has been absolutely superb,  and many students should be feeling

incredibly proud of themselves.  The hurdle of knowing you can manage the
demands of a GCSE length exam, in exam conditions,  is no mean feat,  and many

students have commented to me about how confident they are now feeling
knowing this is achievable.  

Looking ahead, the summer term has a huge amount to offer ,  with numerous tr ips
and activit ies,  the school production and sports day,  amongst many others.  I
hope all  Year 9 students have a well  deserved rest ,  and come back refreshed

ready for our f inal term before Year 10.  

Al l  the best,
Mr Gregory

Another term completed and a chance to recharge before the Summer term of Year
10; it ’s  strange to think that this t ime next year,  we wil l  be talking about the f inal

couple of weeks at Deer Park for our team!

The Spring term has brought a number of successes for the year group, as I  have
mentioned in previous newsletters.  The Summer term promises more excit ing

opportunit ies for Year 10,  with work experience, Year 10 mock exams, College taster
days,  our f inal Sports Day and the performances of High School Musical to name

just a few. 

Year 10,  whilst  i t ’s  important that you use your break wisely and spend some
revising for your mock exams, it ’s  also important to take t ime out for yourself ,  and

to spend some time with your fr iends and family.  Enjoy the (hopefully!) good
weather and get yourself  outside in the fresh air .

I  would l ike to wish al l  of  you a safe and happy Easter break.  I  look forward to
seeing you all  for the f inal term of Year 10,  and all  the challenges and excit ing

opportunit ies this wil l  bring to you all .  

Take care and be safe,  

Mr.  Smith



In year 7 al l  students design and make 3 projects.  
They start off  by making a wooden robot.  This

classic project has been around for a long t ime,
because it  works! It  is  a great f irst  introduction to

woodworking, using hand tools such as tenon saws
and chisels to saw and shape a block of wood into a

wooden robot character.
Fol lowing this,  the Students solder and vacuum form

their  own moisture sensors.
Finally,  Students learn hand embroidery and

applique techniques to produce a Mexican Day of
the Dead plushie toy.

Year 8 fol lows a similar structure but the complexity
of the projects increases.

Students make a tradit ional wooden toy with a
hidden mechanism that makes a part move.

Following this they make a desktop hologram lamp.
This involves soldering the circuit ,  building the base
from wood and using our laser cutter to produce an
engraved acryl ic top which shines l ike a hologram.

Finally the students design and make a tote bag
from scratch using sewing machines.  They then

design and cut l ino to make a unique and original
design that they print onto their  bags.

Year 9 is our GCSE ski l ls-building year.  Throughout
this year students have exposure to al l  of  the core

materials including; t imbers,  plastics,  metals,
papers and boards and texti les.  We explore these
materials through projects that make use of our

excellent facil i t ies,  including casting,  laser cutting,
3D printing,  CAD as well  as using some of our bigger
machine tools.  Alongside this,  Students learn about
design movements and the work of other designers

to help inspire their  work.

 
In year 10 we prepare the students for their
coursework by doing a practise NEA (non-

examined assessment) piece where they fol low
the same structure as the real course work.

Researching,  designing,  ref ining,  making,  and
evaluating a product.  In this project ,  they make

a working lamp using their  chosen materials
based on a design movement or design style

that inspires them.

SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT: 
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
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YR 7 YR 8 

YR 9 YR 10 

In Design and Technology at Deer Park we want all students to learn to love and protect the world around them
and to feel connected to the built environment. 

By understanding how things are designed and built, they learn that they can have an impact on their own
future and the future of our planet.

We use challenging and engaging projects to stretch students' practical and designing skills. From their first
day in year 7 students will use tools and equipment to realise a range of projects, including wood working,

soldering and electronics, plastic forming and both hand and machine textiles skills. Alongside this, Students
learn about critical evaluation of products, learn to have opinions on design and come up with their own

creative ideas.
Design and Technology is done by all students at KS3 with an exceptional level of quality in our outcomes. At

KS4 Design and Technology is a very popular pathway option.
We pride ourselves on the quality of our materials and outcomes and know that the students here love taking

their finished projects home to show off what they have made.
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History Department Theatre Trips

Over the last two weeks,  Year 7 and Year 8 pupils have had the opportunity to
visit  the MAST Mayflower Studios,  and Mayflower Theatre to enjoy history related

performances.  

Year 8 watched a performance of ‘Spitf ire Gir ls’ .  Set in 1959, decades after
answering the call ,  two women separated by the war meet again as the rain

hammers down on the windows of The Spitf ire pub. As we hear their  story,  we’re
transported back to a t ime when female pioneers defied expectations and soared
through the skies.  Spitf ire Gir ls is inspired by the extraordinary true stories of the

women who dared to f ly during WWII  and the incredible bond that t ied them
together.  

Year 7 enjoyed a performance of ‘Hamilton’ .  Based on the 2004 biography
Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow, the musical covers the l i fe of American

Founding Father Alexander Hamilton and his involvement in the American
Revolution and the polit ical history of the early United States.  

Both shows were fantastic,  and pupils represented Deer Park bri l l iantly.  A huge
thankyou to parents and guardians for dropping off  and picking up their  pupils

on both tr ips.  
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SPRING TERM IN THE DANCE DEPARTMENT 

This term has been jam packed with enrichment and performance
opportunit ies across al l  year groups at Deer Park Dance. We have had the

pleasure of welcoming two external Dance workshops this half  term for
both KS3 and KS4 dance students,  as well  as our fantastic Spring Dance

Showcase involving over 70 performers.  

KS3 Dance Workshop:
In the second week of term we welcomed Hannah Malone, a freelance dance

artist  that hosted a KS3 Dance workshop. Students from Year 7 and 8 spent two
hours learning a contemporary dance piece in preparation for our Spring Dance
Showcase. Our Junior Dance Company did an incredible job at learning such a

technical dance phrase in such a short space of t ime. Well  done! 

L i la Dance GCSE Workshop

Year 10 GCSE Dance students spent a whole day with professional dance
company, L i la Dance. During this workshop, students learnt their  set piece for

their  GCSE Duo performance which they wil l  perform in Year 11 .  Year 10 were
superb al l  day and got a true taste of what it  is  l ike to study Dance as a ful l

t ime student!
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Spring Dance Showcase

Towards the end of term we celebrated the hard work and talent of our Dance
students at the Spring Dance Showcase. Our exceptional student body
performed a selection of dance pieces with a signif icant portion of the

repertoire being original choreographies created by our GCSE Dance
students.  Each performance reflected an individual artist ic intention l inking

to a stimulus that was given to the students back in November.
Congratulations to al l  those who performed, you were phenomenal.
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Food Bank Run

March 21st was certainly a busy day in school with both Comic Relief  and World
Down Syndrome Day, but the RRC group decided that they also wanted to run to
our local food bank - King’s Community Church - with food items that the whole

school had collected. 10 students managed to complete the two-mile run with
backpacks bursting to the brim with various food items. They were greeted by

volunteers at the centre who showed them the store cupboards (and how to
pack away the food we bought!).  

As ever,  a massive thank you to the RRC for al l  they do in the school and local
community.

 
Mr Mil ler 

World Poetry Day:

World poetry day is a day to celebrate
poetic l i terature.  World Poetry Day is al l

about promoting the reading, writ ing,
publishing and teaching of poetry.  I t  has
been around since 1999 as a celebrated

day around our world.  I t  was made by
the UNCEO (United Nations Educational ,

Scientif ic and Cultural Organization).
This year,  World Poetry was on the 21st
of March and  this year 's theme is the

Bridge for Peace and Inclusion,  and we
held a poetry writ ing competit ion to

commemorate this day. Deer Park
students committed themselves to

writ ing outstanding poems inspired by
this year 's theme, however there were

two entries that really stood out.  
The winners were Layne B-S and Charl ie

B,  of  Year 7,  for their  ambitious poem,
tit led ‘A Poem’s Gentle Voice’  which

clearly embodied this year’s theme.The
runner up was Sofia D-L who wrote the
evocative poem about bullying. Both

poems are below. Well  done to our
students!

Mrs A Wil l iams
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Marwell  Trip

Last week we took 60 year 7’s to Marwell  Zoo to study animal adaptations and
biome characteristics to complement our current Afr ica unit  of  work.  We were

lucky enough to have a talk from one of the zoo keepers on big cat species and
learn about their  animals at the zoo. We explored the l iving rainforest,  the African

walkthrough and the primate enclosures to understand how these animals are
perfectly adapted to l ive in their  natural environments.  The students who joined

us were perfectly behaved! We were so impressed.

Thank you year 7!
Miss Emmett   
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STUDENT SEGMENT STUDENTS SEGMENT 
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Year 8 Pathways

A big thank you to al l  of  our year 8 famil ies who have ensured the pathways
process for the year 8’s have gone smoothly.  We wil l  be sending a letter out
shortly for you to check the choices that have been made by the students.  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE 

Fixtures
Congratulations to Year 7 football  team who f inished their  league season
undefeated and league winners.  They continue into the semi f inals of the

Southampton schools cup after Easter.  We wish them luck in their  quest to
complete the league and cup double! 

Year 8 netball  have won the Southampton league! A huge well  done. Medals wil l
be presented in assembly after Easter with Miss Andrews

Clubs 

New clubs added for summer term! These are now available on Edulink
including multi  rounders and athletics.  In May we have several athletics

competit ions and are looking for keen runners to represent the school at the
Hampshire track knockout rounds. Flag football  with our guest coaches

continues,  with momentum building to a f ixture during June against other local
schools

Summer term - Sun safety

We encourage sun safety here at Deer Park during summer term. As the days
get warmer and UV increases please support us in promoting sun safety with

application of suncream on the morning of PE.  A plain black/navy cap to
protect the students face from the sun is acceptable i f  kept in their  PE bag.

All  lessons now move outside as we promote our summer term curriculum of
athletics,  cricket,  rounders and some new topics including Golf  in June/July

alongside tennis throughout the hottest months of the year.    
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GCSE PE - Quick f ire questions to support learning 

Year 9 - Name five f itness tests and the component of f i tness it  measures
Year 10 - Name three somatotypes and their  impact on sports performance
Challenge question - which muscles are used to support the mechanics of

breathing

The PE department wishes you a lovely active Easter break.  
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SAFEGUARDING RESOURCES

Masculinity and the “Manosphere” are hot topics in the media at the
moment,  with the release of the Netf l ix  series Adolescence. 

It  is  increasingly important to be aware of the influence of "toxic
masculinity"  and the "manosphere" on young people,  especially with the
prevalence of social  media.  These online spaces often promote harmful

ideas about manhood, emphasizing dominance, aggression,  and the
suppression of emotions.  The groups promoting this way of thinking can

express prejudice with the suggestion that they are building a community,
and can promise young people success i f  they fol low the rules set by the

leaders of the group. This content can lead to distorted views of
relationships,  disrespect towards women, and increased risk of engaging in

harmful behaviors.  

Be vigi lant about your child's online activity and think about implementing
restrictions,  encourage open conversations about healthy masculinity,  and
reinforce the importance of respect,  empathy,  and emotional intel l igence.

It 's  crucial  to provide our young people with posit ive role models and
counter the negative messages they might come across online.    

For more information,  visit :  
Brook - www.brook.org.uk/your-l i fe/challenging-masculinity-and-the-

manosphere/

Click here for Link to Emoji Guide 

https://www.brook.org.uk/your-life/challenging-masculinity-and-the-manosphere/
https://www.brook.org.uk/your-life/challenging-masculinity-and-the-manosphere/
https://www.highspeedtraining.co.uk/hub/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/emoji-guide.pdf


WWW.DEERPARKSECONDARY.ORG

UPCOMING DATES

TERM DATES FOR THIS
ACADEMIC YEAR CAN BE

FOUND HERE

Polite reminder:  All  meal deals are £3.20 and
served at break 2.  The daily l imit to spend is

£7.50 unless you have asked us to cap this.  Hot
food is also available at break 1 .  I f  you recieve
the FSM allowance of £3.20,  this does not get

reset from break 1  and is to be used across the
day. I f  your child does fal l  into a negative

balance a red sl ip wil l  be issued at the off ice
and a phone call  home wil l  be made to ask to

top up the account.  We can no longer al low
purchases on overdrawn accounts.  many

thanks.  

CAR PARK

For the safety and security of al l  students and staff ,  please be reminded that
the school car park is reserved exclusively for those who hold a valid car park
pass or a Blue Badge .  We kindly request that you do not use the car park for

general drop-offs or collections (Unless you are collecting your child during the
day for an appointment).

To ensure a smooth and safe drop-off  and pick-up process,  please uti l ize the
designated drop-off  points available on Sika Avenue.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in helping us maintain a
secure environment for everyone.

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/
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ABSENCES

Please, where possible, could you contact us before 8.30am if your child is unable to
attend school. Absences can be recorded via Edulink or by e-mailing

absence@deeparksecondary.org. Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100
and select option 1 to report your child absent.

HOLIDAY FORMS

I f  you need to request an authorised absence from school ,  for example
for holidays,  attending family funerals,  etc Parents wil l  now need to

complete an online google form. This should make it  easier for parents
to complete.  The l ink for the form is here.

Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the Library (LRC).  I f
your child(ren) has lost anything, please ask

them to collect anything that belongs to
them. Items wil l  be kept for 3 weeks and then
donated. Please help us to get items back to

your child by clearly labeling items. 
 Thank you.

mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp5yddZcSDrAybsXs37Q7A0na6dygD5VwZmMQmzL0tmY4HHQ/viewform
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