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HEADTEACHER’S HELLO 

MEET MRS ANDREWS 
Hello everyone! I  am so excited
to be joining the Additional
Support team at Deer Park and
to be teaching Mathematics.  I
have over 15 years teaching
experience. I  am currently
completing my NPQ SENCo
training with UCL and am
incredibly passionate about
making a difference for our
young people.  I  am originally
from Ireland and have 3 young
children. When I 'm not
teaching, I  enjoy exploring new
places,  going for long walks
and tr ips to the cinema. I  love
to bake and enjoy going to
sporting events including the
rugby 6 nations and athletics .
I  look forward to meeting you
all!    

I  hope you all  had a wonderful
and restful  summer break.  I t  has
been a truly fantastic start to the

new academic year and it  has
been a particular pleasure to

welcome our new Year 7 cohort to
the Deer Park family.  For the f irst
t ime since opening, we now have

all  f ive year groups together in
our school.  Seeing nearly 1000

students learning and interacting
together has been a highlight of

my week. 
I  have already been so impressed
by the incredible work being done

in classrooms and around the
school.  The energy,  enthusiasm,
and focus from our students has
been wonderful ,  and the posit ive
culture and excellent behaviour
have made the start of  term a
real joy.  I 'm looking forward to

another year of great
achievements and shared

successes - starting with the
Green Power F24 team who are

racing their  car this weekend at
Goodwood. We're al l  wishing you

the best of luck! 
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

I ’d l ike to extend a huge welcome to al l  our new Year 7 students and their  famil ies.  I t 's
been such a pleasure getting to know your children over the past few days,  and I 've

been receiving so much posit ive feedback from their  teachers.  They have been
incredibly impressed with their  hard work,  politeness,  and wil l ingness to get stuck

into school l i fe.  They are a credit  to themselves and to you.
We spoke in assembly about the importance of getting involved. We have released

the extra curricular t imetable to students this week,  and we'd love for every student
to join at least one club. Extra curricular activit ies are a bri l l iant opportunity to make

new fr iends and pursue interests outside of the classroom.
Our current fortnightly focus is on kindness,  and it 's  been wonderful  to see so much of

it  from the students.  We celebrated some of our students who are truly embodying
our year group motto of being resi l ient,  ambitious,  and kind. A huge well  done to this

week's winners,  who were al l  celebrated in our assembly today.
We're al l  so excited for the upcoming tr ip to Fairthorne Manor.  I t 's  a fantastic

opportunity for the students to push themselves out of their  comfort zones,
demonstrate their  resi l ience,  and build stronger bonds with their  classmates and
tutors in a more informal setting. I  can't  wait  to see them thrive and make some

bri l l iant memories.
I 'm so proud of how well  the new Year 7 students have settled in and look forward to

seeing everything they wil l  achieve this term.
Many thanks,  

Mr Colley

Welcome back after a warm and long summer (not too often that we can
say that!).  The weather has certainly felt  very autumnal as we begin

September which has ensured that the site is radiating lots of colour.  I  am
also delighted to say that the Year 8s have been radiating lots of posit ive

energy as they have come back with an excellent attitude to their  learning.
We spoke in our assembly about the importance of embracing change and

also the need to maintain excellent habits - uniform, attendance and
punctuality being the main three.  We also spoke about the excellent

‘culture’  that we have in Year 8,  and indeed the whole school ,  and how
important it  is  to maintain this.  Our new cohort wil l  be looking to the Year 8s

as role-models so it  is  really important that they are continuing to
demonstrate al l  of  our posit ive values.  Please can you re-inforce these

messages with the students at home. 

Best wishes,  
Mr Parnell
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 YEAR 9

YEAR 10

A warm welcome back to you all  after a sunny summer holiday. I  f ind myself
staggered that I  am now Head of Year 10 (where has the t ime gone!) but am

pleased to say they have returned with a great attitude to learning, and I  have
already had multiple staff  speak to me about the cohort 's drive in these f irst

few days.  In our opening assembly,  I  spoke at length about the importance of
Year 10 as a whole,  the year group’s last ful l  year in school ,  and placed

particular emphasis on how students are revising for assessments.  This is the
year to tr ial  multiple revision strategies,  with the goal of students knowing

their  preferred revision technique before entering Year 11 .  I  shared the quote
‘take the r isk,  or lose the chance’ ,  with reference to this,  and encouraged

students to get out of their  comfort zone when revising. This wil l  be something
we wil l  come back to across the year,  and I  would encourage parents to have

this conversation at home, to develop the mindset of active independent
learners rather than passive ones.  

Well  done on a great start Year 10,  keep it  up! 

Thanks,
Mr Gregory

My name is Mrs Nelhams and I  am delighted to introduce myself  as the Co-
Interim Head of Year 9 alongside Miss Andrews. I  have had a wonderful ly

warm welcome from the entire school and I  recognise what a privi lege it  is
to be working with this fantastic year group.

The f irst  week back at school has been a wonderful  success.  There have
been many new names and new faces but it  has been a pleasure to observe
our students return with such posit ive energy and settl ing back into school
routines remarkably well .  Walking the corridors and visit ing lessons,  I  have

been thoroughly impressed by the maturity and focus students have already
demonstrated. They have engaged with their  learning, including their  new

options,  with enthusiasm, and it  has been wonderful  to see them
reconnecting with fr iends and teachers,  creating a real buzz of purpose and

community around the school.  
In our f irst  assembly I  spoke to the students about Year 9 marking the start

of their  GCSE curriculum journey and the importance of planting the seed for
success early on.  Miss Andrew and I  are certainly excited to see them grow! 

Mrs Nelhams and Miss Andrews
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 YEAR 11

EVERY ASSEMBLIES AWARD

Congratulations to the students below for this fortnights assembly awards

Welcome back to al l  of  Year 11  after the long Summer break,  for what is a really
important year for the Year group. 

We welcome a new face to the tutor team in the form of Mrs Wilson who takes over
Fallow from Mrs Ponting; I ’d l ike to start the year by thanking Mrs Ponting for al l  her

effort  with Fallow last year,  and wish her luck on her maternity leave.
Unbelievably,  I  found myself  in assembly last week welcoming the cohort back with
what wil l  be my f inal ‘Welcome back’ to the year group. I  really do struggle to think

where the past 4 years have gone! During our f irst  assembly,  I  spoke about how
students can give themselves the best possible chance with their  GCSEs,  and the 2 keys

to success that are going to be really important to al l  Year 11s - attitude and
attendance. 

Over the next week or so,  we have 6 assemblies for Year 11 ,  al l  del ivered by local Post-16
providers.  This wil l  give al l  Year 11s a chance to hear what is being offered by each

provider in order to make some informed decisions about their  options before the Open
Evenings start in the next few weeks.  

Year 11 ,  welcome back for your f inal year.  I ’m really pleased with the start you have
made to the year group, and remain proud of the journey you are al l  on.  Let’s go out

and boss the rest of this year!

Thanks,  
Mr.  Smith



 

SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT: MATHS
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YEAR 7:  CURRENT CURRICULUM

YEAR 8:  CURRENT CURRICULUM YEAR 9:  CURRENT CURRICULUM

Here at the Mathematics
Department at Deer Park we aim

to develop each student’s
confidence and achievement in

Mathematics through regular
practice and experience

of a variety of approaches and
methods. Our hope is that

Mathematics is an enjoyable
activity in which al l  students can
participate and succeed, while at

the same time
sparking curiosity and an

appreciation - i f  not love! - of the
STEM subjects

Year 7 students wil l  complete their
baseline assessment over the

coming weeks.  They're already
demonstrating fantastic number

ski l ls in class and are about to
start learning the fundamentals of

algebra. Excit ing projects are on
the horizon,  including creating

stop-motion videos,  investigating
time calculations,  and competing

in the Maths Mini-Olympics.

Year 8 students have been diving into
the real-world applications of math,

recently competing in the World Trade
Game. Using their  construction ski l ls

and raw materials,  they worked to
make the most money for their

respective countries.  Next,  they wil l  be
exploring space through standard
form and further developing their

ski l ls in data presentation methods. In
October,  students wil l  get a hands-on

look at history and cryptography
during a tr ip to Bletchley Park for a
special  Cipher Day focusing on the

decoding secrets of WWII .

Year 9 has gotten off  to a fantastic
start with their  GCSEs,  showing

great ski l l  in algebra,  shape, and
angles.  This autumn term, they' l l

tackle more challenging topics l ike
solving complex equations,

patterns,  and sequences,  as well
as calculating the area and

volume of 2D and 3D shapes.



Our Year 10 students are off  to a
great start ,  having already recapped
their  core ski l ls in number,  algebra,

and construction.  Looking ahead,
Foundation wil l  explore new topics

l ike scatter graphs and units of scale
after the half-term break.

Meanwhile,  our Higher wil l  delve into
more advanced concepts,  including

surds and calculating the surface
area of 3D shapes.

 

SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT: MATHS
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YEAR 10:  CURRENT CURRICULUM YEAR 11 :    CURRENT CURRICULUM

Year 11  students have jumped right back
into their  f inal year with great enthusiasm,

despite the challenges ahead.
What We're Learning:

Foundation kicked things off  with Algebra
and Sequences.  These topics have lots of

real-world applications,  which makes
them both easier and more enjoyable to

learn.
Meanwhile,  our Higher are diving into the
three-dimensional world of Pythagoras'
Theorem and Trigonometry—a personal

favorite of Mrs.  Stratton's!

Looking Ahead:
To prepare for their  exams, students wil l
be bringing home practice papers and

exam-style questions for self-study. We' l l
also continue using Spax Maths to help

with retrieval and revision.

We're thri l led to announce the fantastic GCSE Statistics results achieved by
our Year 10 students this summer! This is a particularly special  moment for

Deer Park School as it  marks the f irst-ever set of GCSE results in our history.
The entire Maths department is incredibly proud of the hard work and
dedication shown by the students,  who have set a high bar for future

cohorts.  Their  success is a testament to their  commitment and the excellent
support from their  teachers.  Congratulations,  Year 10,  on this bri l l iant and

historic achievement!
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CAREERS INFORMATION
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CAREERS INFORMATION

FOR A FULL LIST OF ALL
OPEN EVENTS

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dEMJrfzTroyCDTMqLhhiFkGtJiKjPfQd/view?usp=drive_link
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Last year was an exciting year for STEM at Deer Park.  There were several
trips,  including the Year 9 tr ip to the National Oceanography Centre to
learn more about different STEM careers.

We had our f irst  STEM Leaders deliver two successful  sessions with students
from Botley Primary School and Kings Copse Primary School.  One group of
STEM Leaders built  upon the topic of  “Potions” by delivering a session on
acids and alkalis.  The students were able to make a rainbow of their
results.  Our other STEM Leaders inspired students to create a device that
protects an egg launched from a catapult.  Our STEM Leaders were
encouraging and motivating,  and the students enjoyed the sessions.

Year 8 took part in the IET Faraday Challenge, hosted at Wildern School.
Three teams of 5 worked together to plan,  design,  build a working prototype
and present their  solutions to the other teams. We had a winning team last
year!

Last year was also the f irst  year we had 8 Year 10 students take part in the
Barton Peveri l  Physics Tournament,  competing against other schools in the
area. Students worked together to complete a series of  challenges in the
quickest t ime. Both teams completed all  activit ies within the time l imit,
with one of our teams solving all  the puzzles the quickest and bringing
home the trophy!

We also launched the Formula 24 Team. 9 students from several  years
came together to build an electric racecar,  with the view to compete in
races against other schools in the country.

This weekend, the 13th September,  the Formula 24 team are competing in
their  f irst  race! They have worked really hard as a team over this past year,
and we’re looking forward to them enjoying the race day.

STEM club wil l  also be continuing this year,  with Miss Squibb and Mrs
English.
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STEM UPDATE



At Deer Park,  we f irmly believe in nurturing not just academic excellence,  but also
the leadership potential  within every student - we are incredibly proud of the
impactful  Student Leadership opportunit ies available,  providing a platform for our
young people to shape their  school environment and develop invaluable l i fe ski l ls .
Our Student Leaders are active change-makers and upstanders,  driving init iatives
and ensuring that student voices are heard. These roles offer genuine opportunit ies
for students to collaborate,  problem-solve,  and be passionate about what they
believe in.
We have several student-led Focus Groups  that reflect our school 's commitment to
nurturing a student who is a Global Cit izen.  

Rights Respecting UNICEF Focus Group (RRC):  As a Sl iver UNICEF Rights
Respecting School ,  our dedicated students are now leading the journey towards
achieving Gold accreditation this year.  They champion the principles of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child - working to ensure that every child's
rights are understood and respected throughout our school community.  This
includes charity work within the school community and beyond. 
Eco Focus Group:  Passionate about sustainabil ity,  this group leads our
environmental efforts,  from promoting recycling and reducing waste to init iating
biodiversity projects that help protect our planet.
Diversity Focus Group:  This group aims to celebrate al l  of  the qualit ies and
characteristics that make us individuals.  They look to the past to recognise the
important cultural historical f igures,  but the main focus is what we can do to
educate and support everyone.
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors:  An Anti-bullying Ambassador is a student that has
been trained to identify,  address and help someone who is being bull ied.
Deer Park TV Focus Group:  Deer Park TV is a media init iative focused on creating
engaging and informative content for the Deer Park school community and
beyond. They share school news in a fun way through videos and graphics.

These focus groups,  along with other leadership opportunit ies,  empower students
to take ownership of their  learning journey and contribute meaningfully to our
school 's development.  We encourage all  students to explore these opportunit ies
and to join a focus group where possible - students are at the heart of  what we do
and we encourage them to play a vital  part in shaping our community.  
By participating,  students can develop crit ical thinking,  communication,  teamwork,
and problem-solving ski l ls – al l  essential  for their  future success and personal
growth. We look forward to seeing the continued posit ive impact of their
dedication.  
Unicef Rights Respecting School Update 
As a school ,  we are proud to hold the UNICEF UK Rights Respecting School Si lver
Award, which means we have successful ly embedded the values and principles of
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into our school’s ethos and policies.
Our students and staff  have a strong understanding of children's r ights,  and we
have seen a posit ive impact on our community.  Building on this achievement,  we
are now aiming for Gold Accreditation.  This coming year,  we wil l  be working to ful ly
embed the principles of the Convention across our curriculum and daily l i fe,
ensuring that a r ights-based approach is at the very heart of  everything we do. 
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP
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Numercy updates

 

Numercy at Home: Making Measures Matter!  📏⚖️⏰
Our focus this term for numeracy is on a topic we use every single day:

measures.
Helping your child feel  confident with measurement is one of the best ways to

show them that maths isn't  just for the classroom. It 's  for cooking, planning,
shopping, and so much more! Below are some simple,  practical ideas to help

your child at home.

For Key Stage 3   (Years 7 & 8)
At this stage, the goal is to build confidence and see the connections between

maths and real-world tasks.
Kitchen Champions:  Let them take the lead with a recipe! Baking a cake or

cooking dinner involves measuring ingredients by mass (g and kg or lbs) and
capacity (ml and L).  Ask questions l ike,  " I f  we wanted to halve the recipe,  how

much f lour would we need?"
DIY Assistants:  Planning to get new furniture or paint a room? Ask them to help

measure the space. It ’s  great practice for using a tape measure accurately
and calculating length,  perimeter,  and area.

Travel Timers:  When you're heading out,  ask them to work out the journey. For
example,  "The train leaves at 10:15 and it  takes 40 minutes.  What t ime wil l  we
arrive?" This is a simple but effective way to practice calculations with t ime.
⭐  Family Challenge :  A 500g bag of pasta costs 90p. A 1 .2kg bag costs £2.10.

Which one is better value for money?

For Key Stage (Years 9,  10 & 11)
As students prepare for their  GCSEs,  they can apply their  knowledge to more

complex,  multi-step problems.
Become a Savvy Shopper:  In the supermarket,  challenge them to f ind the best

value.  Which is cheaper:  a 1-l itre bottle for £1 .50 or a 750ml bottle for £1 .20?
This encourages them to calculate price per unit  (rates),  a key GCSE ski l l .

The Science of Sport:  I f  your child enjoys running or cycling,  you can explore
compound measures together.  Ask,  " I f  you ran 5 km in 30 minutes,  what was
your average speed in km/h?" This connects maths directly to their  hobbies.
Holiday Planners:  Planning a tr ip? Involve them in the details.  They can work

with currency exchange rates,  calculate fuel  costs based on mileage
(eff iciency),  or f igure out t imezone differences (time).

⭐  Family Challenge:  A car travels 150 miles in 2 hours and 30 minutes.  What
was its average speed in miles per hour (mph)?

We hope these ideas help you bring maths to l i fe at home. Every l i tt le bit  of
practice helps build a posit ive and confident attitude towards numeracy!



Each week,  tutors and students embark on a l inguistic adventure with our
"Word of the Week" (WOTW). We move beyond mundane vocabulary and
delve into the "Weird and Wonderful  Vocabulary" of  the English language.
This approach encourages students to explore the etymology and use of
fascinating,  often unusual,  words,  transforming vocabulary acquisit ion from
a chore into a captivating challenge.
In addition to our WOTW, we've introduced 'Gears of Thought, '  our weekly
extended reading packs.  These packs are careful ly curated to embed
modelled non-fiction reading into our Tutor Programme and across the
curriculum. Each week,  tutors and their  groups choose from a selection of
four diverse and thought-provoking topics.  This al lows students to delve
into subjects that genuinely capture their  interest,  making the reading
process both relevant and engaging.
This week,  my tutor group enthusiastically chose to read about the l i fe and
legacy of Princess Diana. It  was a fantastic opportunity for us to engage
with a piece of non-fiction that was both historically signif icant and
emotionally resonant.  As we read together,  we not only developed our
reading comprehension ski l ls but also engaged in a r ich discussion about
her impact on the world.  The 'Gears of Thought'  packs have become a
powerful  tool for sparking curiosity,  promoting crit ical thinking,  and, most
importantly,  fostering a shared love of reading.
Through this excit ing new tutor programme, we are not just teaching
students to read; we are empowering them to become l i felong learners and
crit ical thinkers,  equipped to navigate the world with confidence and a r ich
vocabulary.  We look forward to seeing our students continue to engage with
these resources and discover the profound joy of reading.
Throughout the year we wil l  continue to keep you updated on l iteracy and
reading at Deer Park.  We encourage you to talk with your children about
what they are reading in school and see if  they can tel l  you about the
WOTW or the ‘Weird and Wonderful ’  word they have learned this week.  They
may accuse you of ‘whiff l ing’  but remember you once found them ‘gigi l ’ .  

LITERACY UPDATE
At Deer Park,  we believe that l i teracy is the key to
unlocking a world of opportunit ies.  Our commitment to
promoting reading for pleasure and developing strong
literacy ski l ls is at the heart of  our excit ing new l iteracy
tutor programme. This dynamic programme is designed
to engage students,  expand their  vocabulary,  and embed
a love for reading throughout our school community.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE 

Welcome back al l !  Our year 7s wil l  experience their  f irst  welcome and introduction to their  new
secondary PE teacher over the coming weeks.  We aim for al l  chi ldren to experience the benefits of
physical activity and PE through their  lessons and wil l  l iaise with parents to cater for al l  chi ldren.

I f  you have any questions please contact your child's PE teacher.  
Year 7 - Fundamental Movement Ski l ls & Rugby

Year 8 - Rugby & Badminton

Fixtures
Year 11  and Senior Gir ls league football  starts with f ixtures now being booked in.  

Year 11  Boys League f ixtures here Mr Hughes
Senior Gir ls - Miss Parker

Check out the Southampton Schools FA website for further information:
https://southamptonschoolsfa. leaguerepublic.com/index.html

 

GCSE PE 
Quick f ire questions to support your child’s

learning 
Year 9  - Name three bones in the body 

Year 10 - Name three factors in preventing
injury

Year 11  - Name three factors that impact
participation
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aiNqtF9fCtl5eDWwLslgrfmOG3sc6m6r/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=111657089638556302690&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://southamptonschoolsfa.leaguerepublic.com/index.html
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SAFEGUARDING RESOURCES
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UNIFORM: 
We believe that being in the correct uniform helps students get into the r ight mindset

for learning. We ask for your support in ensuring that your child meets the school 's
high standards.

I f  a student is wearing incorrect uniform, they wil l  be given a mark on their  uniform
tracker and wil l  be expected to correct it  by the next school day. Repeated uniform

breaches wil l  be considered persistent defiance and may result  in a meeting with the
Head of Year to discuss a solution.
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UPCOMING DATES

TERM DATES FOR THIS
ACADEMIC YEAR CAN BE

FOUND HERE

Polite reminder:  All  meal deals are £3.40 and
served at break 2.  The daily l imit to spend is

£7.50 unless you have asked us to cap this.  Hot
food is also available at break 1 .  I f  you receive
the FSM allowance of £3.40,  this does not get

reset from break 1  and is to be used across the
day. I f  your child does fal l  into a negative

balance a red sl ip wil l  be issued at the off ice
and a phone call  home wil l  be made to ask to

top up the account.  We can no longer al low
purchases on overdrawn accounts.  

Many thanks.  

CAR PARK

For the safety and security of al l  students and staff ,  please be reminded that
the school car park is reserved exclusively for those who hold a valid car park
pass or a Blue Badge .  We kindly request that you do not use the car park for

general drop-offs or collections (Unless you are collecting your child during the
day for an appointment).

To ensure a smooth and safe drop-off  and pick-up process,  please uti l ise the
designated drop-off  points available on Sika Avenue.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in helping us maintain a
secure environment for everyone.

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/
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ABSENCES

Please, where possible, could you contact us before 8.30am if your child is unable to
attend school. Absences can be recorded via Edulink or by e-mailing

absence@deeparksecondary.org. Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100
and select option 1 to report your child absent.

HOLIDAY FORMS

I f  you need to request an absence from school ,  for exceptional
circumstances such as attending family funerals,  etc.  Parents wil l

need to complete an online Google form. The l ink for the form is here.

Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the Library (LRC).  I f
your child(ren) has lost anything, please ask

them to collect anything that belongs to
them. Items wil l  be kept for 3 weeks and then
donated. Please help us to get items back to

your child by clearly labeling items. 
 Thank you.

mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp5yddZcSDrAybsXs37Q7A0na6dygD5VwZmMQmzL0tmY4HHQ/viewform
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Students wil l  have a sl ightly later start to their  school day on Friday 3rd
October.  This is due to our annual Open Evening taking place the previous

night;  giving staff  the opportunity to return their  departments to ful l  working
order.

Students wil l  need to be in school for no later than 9.55 where they wil l
arrive at their  normal Period 2 lesson for 10am and be registered.

We thank you in advance for your cooperation

OPEN EVENING & OPEN MORNINGS 
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Parent Support Programme (PSP’s) 

Throughout the year we run a series of sessions aimed at supporting parents in order to
share the work your child/ren wil l  undertake in school and to offer support in helping them
deal with events in school and those which wil l  affect their  future.  Please see the f lyer for

more information about the PSP’s that are on offer this term. For each one a letter and form
wil l  be shared with you via edulink so that you can sign up.
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https://club.spond.com/landing/signup/outletbasket/form/4C502F4DEE144462813136D9FE84CFDB
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